Knot Awards of Non-US Scouting Associations

Part 2 – Albania-Ethiopia
George Crowl
No changes from Version 10.0.
	
	This is Part 2 of a survey of knot awards of many nations.  See Part 1 for more background.
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	ALBANIA.  I have listings for a total of nine awards.  I have no data on what the awards are for.  There are about 2000 Albanian Scouts.
Distinguished Service Cross Gold Medal.*

Distinguished Service Cross Silver Medal.*

Distinguished Service Cross Bronze Medal.*
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	Distinguished Service Gold Medal.*

Distinguished Service Silver Medal.*

Distinguished Service Bronze Medal.*
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	Scout of the Nation Gold Medal.*

Scout of the Nation Silver Medal.*

Scout of the Nation Bronze Medal.*

* Knots with an asterisk (*) appear to be identical knots used by several Scout associations for different purposes as indicated.  In some, the errors are exactly the same, indicating use of a single lot of knots.
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Bar to the Silver Acorn
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Silver Acorn
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Bar to the Medal of Merit
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Medal of Merit


	AUSTRALIA.  Scouting in each of the Australian states was a separate branch of the (British) Scout Association until 1958.  Therefore, the awards scheme was the same until at least then.  With the help of Dave Coates, a long-time Australian Scouter whose stash of Policy, Organization & Rules (POR) went back to 1952, we now have a pretty good history of Australian awards and knots.  Australian policy directs that (except for gallantry awards) the leader wear only the highest award in each category (gallantry, meritorious conduct, good service, service [tenure]).  Thus, an Australian with three knots has earned at least one for gallantry or meritorious conduct.  The knots are worn on the left sleeve currently.  Formerly, they were worn over the right pocket.   There are about 100,000 Scouts in Australia.  

Illustrated on the left are old knots identified as the Bar to the Silver Acorn, Silver Acorn, Bar to the Medal of Merit, and Medal of Merit (British system).  They come from different manufacturers and probably times as evidenced by the different sizes and patterns.  Some apparently come from the UK since 1958.  The Australians have changed their award names.  I am reliably informed that the old and new equivalents are as follows:

Silver Wolf             = Silver Kangaroo

Silver Acorn Bar     = Silver Emu

Silver Acorn            = Silver Koala

Medal of Merit Bar = Silver Wattle

Medal of Merit        = Silver Arrowhead

They continued to use the old knots for the renamed awards, until a uniform change in about 2002 sparked a knot background change.  

The Certificate of Good Service illustrated below was awarded between about 1969 and 1983 for a minimum of five years of good service.
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Below are the Long Service and Bar to the Long Service.  Some also appear to be from long ago, but some are more recent.
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The small pins on the bottom were attached to the Long Service Bar to indicate length of service (1985-95).  I have blown one up (above).

	Red                = Bronze Cross

Blue               = Silver Cross

Blue and red  = Gilt Cross

Blue and white = Certificate

Green and red  = Medal

Green and blue = Certificate
	The awards for gallantry have the same names and knots as those of the United Kingdom. Certificate for Gallantry is the lowest award.

The awards for meritorious conduct are the Medal for Meritorious Conduct and the Certificate for Meritorious Conduct.  The knot for the first is green and red, as in the UK.  The second is green and blue.
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Silver Kangaroo 
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Certificate of Merit 

(old background)
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Rover Service Award
	The Australian system names deviate from the UK in the awards for good service (now called adult recognition).  
Silver Kangaroo – Eminent achievement and meritorious service of at least twenty years by members.  Gold knot on a dark green background.
National President’s Award – Eminent achievement and meritorious service of at least twenty years by associates or non-nationals.  Medal on red neck ribbon, no knot.
Silver Emu – Sustained and exceptional service of at least twenty years by members.  Purple knot on a blue background.
Silver Koala – Distinguished service of at least sixteen years by members.  Orange knot on a blue background.
Distinguished Service Award – Distinguished service of at least sixteen years by associates.  Medal on orange neck ribbon, no knot.
Silver Wattle – Outstanding service of at least twelve years by members.  Green knot on blue background.
Outstanding Service Award – Outstanding service of at least twelve years by associates.  Medal on green neck ribbon, no knot.
Silver Arrowhead – Excellent service of at least seven years.  Yellow knot on a blue background.
Certificate of Merit – Good service of at least three years.  White and green knot on blue background.
Rover Service Award – Awarded by a Branch (State) Rover Council on nomination for outstanding service to the Rover section.  May be named after an individual in each branch.
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5, 10 and 15 year Service


	Service.  The Service Decoration is granted to adult members in a specific leadership or management role who have given five years accumulated service since application for their first appointment.  Further service is indicated by numerals at five-year intervals.  White knot, gold numeral in multiples of five, sage green background (now blue background).
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20 &25 Year
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30 & 40 Year
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 45 year Service

	Table of Australian Awards over Time

	Award
1952 Scout Assn
1961 Aus-tralia
     1969

1976  1981
1984   1986
    1989

1993   1996
2002 Blue Back-ground
    2005

    2008
Bronze Cross

Red 8
√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

Silver Cross

Blue 8

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

Gilt Cross
Red & Blue 8
√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√
Certificate for Gallantry

N/A

N/A
Blue & White 8
√

√

√

√

√

√

√
Cornwell Badge
C 

N/A
√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√
Medal for Meritorious Conduct

Green & Red 8
√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√
Cert for Meritorious Conduct

Green & White 8
N/A
Green & Blue 8

√

√

√

√

√

√

√
Silver Wolf/ Kangaroo

Wolf Green & Yellow 8

Still Commo-nwealth

Silver Kanga-roo, Aus

Gold 8 on Green
√

√

√

√

√

√
Silver Acorn Bar

Arrow-head on Orange 8

+5 years
√

√

√
√

√
Silver Emu, 20 yrs, Purple 8
√

√
President’s Award

non-uniform

N/A
√

√

√

√
20 year min, medaln Red/Grn ribbon

√
Red ribbon

Silver Acorn

15 yrs, Orange 8
√

√

√

√

√

√
Silver Koala, 16 yrs
√

√
Distinguished Service Award non-uniform

N/A
√

√

√

√

√

√
16 yr, Medaln Orange ribbon

Medal of Merit Bar

Arrow-head on Green 8

+5 years
√

√

√

√

√
Silver Wattle, 12 yrs, Green 8
√

√
Outstandg Service Award non-uniform

N/A
√

√

√

√

√

√
12 yr, Medaln Green ribbon

Medal of Merit

Green 8

10 years min
√

√

√

√

√
Silver Arrow-head, 7-8 yrs Yellow 8
√

√
Thanks Badge

Arrow-head in frame

12-15 years min

12 years min
√

√
10 year or less min

N/A
Award
1952 Scout Assn
1961 Austra-lia
     1969

1976  1981
1984   1986
    1989

1993   1996
2002 Blue Back-ground
    2005

    2008
For Service Badge

N/A

Arrow-head in circle, 8 years min
√

√

√
5 years min

N/A

Rover Service Award

N/A
√

√

√

√

√

√
Red & White 8

Certificate of Good Service

N/A

N/A

White & Yellow 8

5 years min

Ended 1983, may wear

N/A

N/A

Cert of Merit, 3 yrs, White & Green 8

√

√
Wood Badge

Two wooden beads
√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√

√
Long Service Bar

N/A

N/A

N/A

20 yrs Arrow-head on white
√
20-45 year button

White 8 + every 5 years
√
Long Service

15 years White 8
√

√
10 yrs
√
10,15 button

White 8 plus 10
√
Service Decoration

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

5 yrs, 8Dark Brown 
√

√
White 8 plus 5
√
Service Stars

Cub, Scout, Venturer, Rover
√

√

√
Youth only
√

√
+Joey Badge, not star

Service badges on sleeve
Comments:                                                  From Australian PORs with David Coates help and interpretation.

Cornwell Badge not adopted by Australia.

Certificate for Meritorious Conduct not adopted by Australia initially.

@1961 For Service badge adopted.

@1969 Silver Kangaroo replaces Silver Wolf

@1969 Certificates for Gallantry, Meritorious Conduct, and Good Services

@1976 Long Service reduced to 10 years, Bar for 20 years

@1983 Certificate of Good Services ended, Service Decoration apparently replaced it.

@2002 Blue background knots introduced.

@2002? all service decorations on white knot with numerals at 5 year intervals.
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	Gold Boomerang (Cub Scout). The highest Cub Scout award, for those in the 10-year-old age bracket.  This badge is obsolete, the current badge is diamond shaped and worn on the sleeve.
Silver Boomerang (Cub Scout).  For 9-year-olds.
Bronze Boomerang (Cub Scout).  For 8-year-olds.
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	BELIZE.  The next sampling I have is from Belize.  Belize has somewhat over 1000 Scouts.  I have no comprehensive listing of Belizian awards, only a list generated from items seen on the Internet.  Following the basic UK layout plan, Belize (formerly British Honduras) has the following knots that I am aware of:
For Gallantry
Bronze Cross.

Silver Cross.

Gilt Cross.
Until I have better information, I assume that the UK’s general rules apply to these and the remaining awards.
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	For Meritorious Conduct
Medal of Meritorious Conduct.  This appears to be an error knot.  See the examples below.
Chief Scout’s Commendation for Meritorious Conduct. Note that this may be easily confused with the Medal of Merit below if you don’t look closely.
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	For Outstanding Service
Silver (Bronze) Wolf. This item was sold as a Bronze Wolf, but follows the British Silver Wolf, so that is what I suspect it is.
Silver Acorn.

Medal of Merit.

Chief Scout’s Commendation for Good Service

Chief Scout’s Personal Award.
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	Long Service Emblem.  
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	Other Emblems
Religious Award Medal.  Note that this deviates from the Figure 8 pattern and is very similar to the BSA youth religious award square knot.

Patron Award Medal.  This may be an award for donations.  The term is that applied to the highest level of gift giving in many countries, and combines the two lower knots, similar to the Silver Wolf above.  Note that the knot is of different manufacture.
Leadership Award Medal.  This may be an award for donations.  An intermediate level award.  However, note the color conflict with the long service award.
Century Award Medal.  This may be an award for donations.  Probably for an amount of $100 or some number associated with 100.  Again, note the color conflict with the Silver Cross.
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	Error and Sample Ribbons.  I was able to get two versions of the Medal of Meritorious Conduct in ribbon form.  The one on the left is a sample of the ribbon before it had a backing applied and was bordered.  Below is an error.  Note that the Figure 8 knot weaves left and DOWN instead of up, which is incorrect.  The shape of the knot and the borders of the red portion don’t seem to be consistent either.

This is a long service ribbon only, supposedly an error, but I do not see it.

	
	CANADA.  I have a lot of Canadian material, and an illustrated catalog!  There is easy access for US collectors.  Canada has over 200,000 Scouts.

The Canadian system derives from the British system, though it has deviated over the years.  As a branch of the UK, Canada started using British knots in 1922.  Canadian knots were produced in the 1950s.  The current knots (1973-present) are quite small on the gray, now tan, shirt, only 1 1/4”x5/8”.  A lapel pin or tie tack is illustrated with some knots.  There is a second rectangular edition of them as well.  

Denny May, a retired professional Canadian Scouter, has assisted me in updating this listing.  He has prepared a complete listing of awards, including the medals, knots, and lapel pins, available on CD, available from him at maycroft@shaw.ca.  One thing that is different is that the observed left of the Canadian knot goes over the loop.  This is opposite of the UK convention.  When this occurred is unknown.  I show earlier knots with the UK convention.  I have corrected the small gray knots.  See Denny’s more thorough recent work at http://scoutalog.com/Honours%20&%20Awards%20Book.pdf. 
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	For High Character and Courage.
Jack Cornwell Decoration – For high courage and character.  Illustrated from the Scouts Canada poster.  The uniform badge is illustrated left.  The Cornwell knot used to be the lapel pin on the purple ribbon.  See the UK section for more information on the award.
Award for Fortitude – This award is for those in Scouting who overcome physical or mental difficulties to join in Scouting activities. It consists of a medal, a parchment signed by Canada's Governor-General, and a cloth flash (left). For example, one awardee was an 11-year-old 1st year Scout who had been in Scouting since he was a 5-year-old Beaver. Michael has cerebral palsy, epilepsy, a slight mental handicap, and wears a brace on his right leg and right arm. Despite his handicaps, he did his best to join in on Scouting activities such as camps, canoeing, hiking to his best ability, and other activities. The words "I can't do that" do not appear in his vocabulary
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	For Gallantry.
The Gold Cross – For gallantry with special heroism and extraordinary risk.  With Bar for a second award.
The Silver Cross – For gallantry with considerable risk.  With Bar for a second award.  Note the tan background for some newer knots, gray for older ones.  I show what is available.
The Bronze Cross – For gallantry with moderate risk.  With Bar for a second award.
Certificate for Gallantry – For gallantry with slight risk and worthy of recorded commendation. 
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	For Meritorious Conduct.
The Medal for Meritorious Conduct – for specially meritorious conduct not involving heroism or loss of life.  With Bar for a second award. 

Scan of older knot. 
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Certificate for Meritorious Conduct – For meritorious conduct worthy of recorded commendation, but which does not justify a medal or a bar.
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	For Outstanding Service to Scouting.
Silver Fox – For service of the most exceptional character to Scouting in the international field, performed by persons who are not members of Scouts Canada. 
Silver Wolf – For service of the most exceptional character to Scouting, normally of national importance.  Three different lapel pins have been made available.
Silver Maple Leaf – For outstanding service to Scouting in excess of 25 years, as a member of the executive staff.  Awarded upon retirement.  A blue maple leaf lapel pin is awarded.
The Bar to the Silver Acorn – For continued especially distinguished service to Scouting.  Three lapel pins were available, one distinct.
The Silver Acorn – For especially distinguished service to Scouting.  The lapel pin or tie tack was apparently available in the late 70s, and has changed three times.

NOTE: Awards listed below this line are awarded at the province level.
The Bar to the Medal of Merit – For continued especially good service to Scouting.
The Medal of Merit – For especially good service to Scouting.  The lapel pin or tie tack has been produced in three varieties.
The Medal for Good Service – For good service to Scouting.  This award replaced the Certificate for Good Service.  Oval and rectangular lapel pins available.
Certificate of Merit – (Replaced by the Certificate for Good Service.) For service to Scouting worthy of commendation.  Also has oval and rectangular lapel pins.

A March 2005 revision to the Canadian “Honours and Awards” chart shows the Certificate of Commendation in yellow.
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	The Medal of the Maple for Distinguished Youth Service was created in 2007 to honor youth who significantly contributed to the Movement and the spirit of Scouting through community service, extraordinary Scouting participation, and a solid system of personal values.
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	Medal for Long Service – For long, faithful, and effective service to Scouting.  For ten years.  Note that the first knot (the current one) has five colors [brown (Beavers, yellow (Wolf Cubs), green (Scouts), blue (Venturers), red (Rovers)], while the second knot four (deleting brown).  One of the second variety was sold on eBay marked as 1967-73.  Next to the newer knot is a Long Service pin, which has been described in the same auction as a tie tack and a lapel pin.  It measures ½” across, so has been sized accordingly.  Three different knot-style lapel pins have been produced.  Numbered Scout badge lapel pins are produced from 5 to 75 years service to show long service.
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	In this paragraph, I shall try to illustrate the historical changes in Canadian knots through a series of Long Service knots.  Prior to the 1950s, the Canadian Scout Association used a somewhat different knot background and a smaller size British knot.  British knots were 2” x ¾”.  These are full size, except perhaps the first knot.  I have been told that the knot on the top left, folded over, no border, is from the 1930s.  I believe the next four are in order following.  The small gray background above is current.  Note that these large Long Service knots have only three colors.  These should represent Cubs, Scouts, and Rovers.  

The light background knot (left) is undated, estimated to be before the bound knot below it.  It is interesting, being two layers of twill, the knot on one and the second behind, apparently some glue held them together at one time.  I might estimate this to be from the 40s.

This knot, 2 ¼” x 13/16”, was apparently Canadian, introduced in the 50s.

The first smaller knot recognized Venturers, and the second small knot recognized Beavers.

UK knots started in 1922, 24 years before US knots and 12 years before US ribbons.  If the date of the 1930s is accurate, then Canadian knots predated US knots by about 10 years or more, and may have been contemporaneous with UK knots.  If an overseas branch of the Scout Association, then they would have been available from 1922.
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	The Award for Fortitude and …

the Silver Fox are both older knots.  Scans thanks to Peter Ford.  

The tan/green background Silver Acorn was sold as Canadian.  While the color is somewhat different, the characteristics are the same as the 1950s Medal of Merit and Long Service knots, so I put in the same time period.    

The Medal of Merit (left) is contemporaneous with the next-to-last Long Service knot above.  I believe it to be 1950s, prior to the next Medal of Merit, which I believe to be 1960s, prior to 1967.  I understand that Canada bought their knots from the UK Association or UK suppliers for many years.  Comparison of contemporaneous UK knots show remarkable similarities in all the details.
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Bronze Cross
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Medal Meritorious Conduct
	The following scans are relatively poor, but show early versions.
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Silver Cross                      Gilt Cross
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Silver Wolf

	Green/yellow/red/blue/brown/green vertical stripes, tan border.
	The Commemorative Centennial Medal was issued in 2007 “to honor youth and adult members and those in the community who have made a significant contribution to Scouting.”  It is not a knot, but rather vertical stripes similar to the ribbon for the medal.
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	ETHIOPIA.  The following items were offered, but I have no further information about them, and there is no web site to explain them. The Ethiopian Scout Association has a long history, interrupted by long periods of repression.  The current membership is about 2500.
Leader Gold Medal.*

Leader Silver Medal.*

Leader Bronze Medal.*

	
	All of my monographs are available by contacting me at one of the addresses below.

George Crowl, 16213 Congo Ln, Jersey Village, TX 77040, george.h.crowl@gmail.com
© 2005, Version 11.0, 1/1/16

	
	References:
* Knots with an asterisk (*) appear to be identical knots used by several Scout associations for different purposes as indicated.  In some, the errors are exactly the same, indicating use of a single lot of knots.
Applying for Decorations and Awards of The Scout Association. No publishing data provided. 

http://www.scouts.ca/media/documents/HonAwardsRevMar05.pdf

http://scouts.org.nz/sanz/download.php?view.17

www.scouts.com.au/library/  

David Coates of Australia has been very helpful with information and reference copies.

[www.scoutalog.com is an ongoing project of the Scout Memorabilia Collectors of Canada, where Scout and Scouter badges are being entered in an attempt at a definitive catalog.]

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boy_Scouts_of_the_Philippines

www.scout.org.hk/eng/  Awards

www.scouting.org.za/library/por/POR-10.pdf

www.maltascout.org.mt/awardecorations.htm
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