Varieties of Official BSA Square Knots

George Crowl with Shay Lelegren and Gary Whitman

DRAFT
Part 4 — Knot Devices

Part 1 covered bravery and distinguished service.  Part 2 covered youth achievement and religious awards.  Part 3 covered the training awards for adults.  Part 4 covers the devices associated with knots.  Part 5 is an Excel summary.

Knot devices, as they seem to be most commonly called, are not collected by variety as much as knots themselves, as far as we can tell.  However, both the basic devices and their individual designs change over time, either due to the program or as the dies wear out.  Our copy of one of the K-system listing used a set of D numbers. We will show those devices and what we know are some differences.  We expect you may have something different, and we would like to hear from you.

When the devices were initially produced, in 1957, they were designed to go on the Scouter’s Key.  The clutch post was short (S), and the “frog” was small.  These devices did not work well on the embroidered knot, the post was too short.  In 1968 George Crowl suggested that the post be lengthened.  Since 1969, all the posts are longer (L) and the frog is larger.  This creates at least two varieties of those devices that were in existence in 1969.  A few posts are mounted at the top of the device (LT) instead of the center.   Recently, we discovered an extra long (XL) post on a commissioner device from the 1990s.  If the original mounting card is still available, they are different as follows:  1) Cards were pre-printed for each short post device.  2) Only one card was printed for the long post devices, and a person wrote in the suffix to the 5103 catalog number.  3) Quite recently, since the introduction of bar codes, the card is blank.
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We have assigned “D-numbers” in the order they were created.  These D-numbers are somewhat different than some earlier versions.  The varieties are also listed in estimated date order, but little is known of exact dates.  We would appreciate any solid date information you can provide.

D-01  Cub Scout.  

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-01a
	Cub Scouts
	1957-1969
	Diamond shape.  Wolf head has good detail, narrow snout, the B & A of BSA are angled outward and curved out at the top inside of the letters.  Paw has the 4 toes close at the top.
	[  ]
	
	
	

	D-01b
	Cub Scouts
	1969-
	Similar to 01a above.  Space between BSA and the toes and word Scouts.  There is a dimple in the paw.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-01c
	Cub Scouts
	±1982
	Similar to 01b above.  The wolf head is rounder and has a larger snout.  Left toe is pointed to the left and spaced away from the other three.  Eyes are distinct.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-01d
	Cub Scouts
	±1993 (card and bar code)
	Mirror finish. Wolf head has poor detail, wide snout, and 4 whiskers on each side.  BSA is straight and letters same size as the letters Cub Scouts.  Paw has one raised spot with 4 straight lines for the toes.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-01e
	Cub Scouts
	-present
	Similar to 01d above except there are 3 whiskers on the right side angled at about 45° and 2 on the left side angled at about 60°.  The snout has no detail.  The toes of the paw are split, 2 angled to the left and 2 angled upward to the right.
	
	[  ]
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         01a                  01b                  01c                 01d                  01e                  

D-02  Boy Scout.  

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-02a
	Boy Scouts
	1957-1969
	Shape of Tenderfoot pin, fully cut, three stripes and 13 + 2 stars in poor detail. 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	D-02b
	Boy Scouts
	1969-75
	Fully cut, three stripes, 13 dots (stars).  Found on a 1973-76 Key.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-02c
	Boy Scouts
	1975-1980
	Same basic shape as 02b above, except some fill on sides.  
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-02d
	Boy Scouts
	1980-1991±
	Sides filled in, six stripes, 13 dots, 2 full stars, upright head, pebble background.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-02e
	Boy Scouts
	±91- present
	Sides filled in shallow, head leans to our left, pebbles not as strong, longer tail, wings in leaf.
	
	[  ]
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         02a               02b                02c                02d               02e  

D-03  Exploring, Compass-Anchor-Wings.  To our knowledge, there is only one variety, short post.

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-03
	Exploring CAW
	1957-1958
	Circular with compass points.  FDL over compass, wings over FDL, and anchor on top.
	[  ]
	
	
	


[image: image16.jpg]



       03

D-04  Commissioner.  

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-04a
	Commissioner
	1957-
	Circular with wreath.  1st class emblem.  Rounded (not flat) surface.  Space between the wreath and the top of the emblem.  
	[  ]
	
	
	

	D-04b
	Commissioner
	
	Circular, 1st class, rounded.  No space between wreath and emblem, tip of FDL is shorter.  
	[  ]
	
	
	

	D-04c
	Commissioner
	-1969 and 1969-
	Circular, 1st class, rounded, similar to 04b.  However, the top of the 1st class emblem and the bottom of the knot extend above and below the circle. 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	

	D-04d
	Commissioner
	
	Circle with emblem within circle
	
	[  ]
	
	[  ]

	D-04e
	Commissioner
	
	Circular, 1st class, almost flat.  Emblem within circle.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-04f
	Commissioner
	-present
	Circular, flat.  Tenderfoot badge inside wreath.
	
	[  ]
	
	


In addition, a previous author refers to an enameled version of this device.  We have not seen it, and think it may be a lapel pin.
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        04a               04b               04c               04d               04e                04f

D-05  Exploring, Circle V.  We believe there is only one variety of the Circle V Exploring device.  We have a red/white/blue enameled device of the same size, but it is stock number 5604.  That is listed separately in the 1966-70 Uniforms and Equipment Catalogs as a lapel pin, not the 5103G device catalog number.
	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-05
	Exploring Circle V
	1958-1969
	Universal Exploring emblem with 3 rings, V, and FDL – all gold.
	[  ]
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


[image: image23.jpg]



        05              Lapel Pin
D-06  Air Explorer.  To our knowledge, there is only one variety, short post.

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-06
	Air Explorer
	1959-1966
	Shape of universal Air Scout/Explorer wings with FDL in center.
	[  ]
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D-07  Sea Explorer/Sea Scout.  We have three known varieties.  There may be a long post fully cut variety.

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-07a
	Sea Explorer
	1959-1969
	Fully cut except the side of the FDL.  
	[  ]
	
	
	

	D-07b
	Sea Explorer
	1969-
	Filled at the anchor stock (top crossbar) but not the flukes (bottom points), FDL in front of the anchor stock, satin finish.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-07c
	Sea Explorer/Scouts
	±1990-present
	Filled at the anchor stock and flukes, FDL behind the anchor stock, mirror finish (both old and new catalog numbers on package).
	
	[  ]
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      07a               07b             07c

D-08  Distinguished Eagle.  This device is significantly larger than the other knot devices, 10mm across at the wing tips.  There are five varieties.  The first two were short lived.  

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-08a
	Distinguished Eagle
	1970-1978
	14K gold, full breast feathers, medium length tail feathers, good detail in head, wing feathers are apparent.  Stamped R for Robbins and 14K on back.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-08b
	Distinguished Eagle
	1979-1984
	Similar to 08a, except smaller neck and breast feathers, pronounced wing feathers, longer tail feathers.  Less depth from breast and wing.  Stamped S for Stange and GF for gold filled on back.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-08c
	Distinguished Eagle
	1985-1997
	Similar to 08b, except space between neck/head and wings are filled in.  Tail feathers slightly shorter than 08b, and longer than 08a.  
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	1985-1989   Stamped S for Stange and GF on back.   S is above GF. 
	
	[  ]
	
	

	
	
	
	1990-1995   Same stamps except the S is to the left of the GF
	
	[  ]
	
	

	
	
	
	1995-1997   Double S above 1/10–10K.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-08d
	Distinguished Eagle
	1998-1999
	Re-designed.  Wings are wider and deeper.  They extend further down the body, and very little space between neck/head and wings.  BSA on center of device.   Stamped Double S for Stange and 1/10 10K on back.
	
	
	
	[  ]

	D-08e
	Distinguished Eagle
	2000-present
	Re-designed.  Similar to 08b above.  BSA on center.  Wings redesigned.  Breast and wings have some depth, similar to 08b above.  Tail feathers are curved at bottom and short.
	
	
	
	[  ]
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            08a                   08b                     08c                     08d                     08e

D-09  Exploring, Big E.  We have two varieties, both are filled between the arms of the E.  

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-09a
	Exploring Big E
	1971-
	Shape of Exploring Big E – Matte Finish.  
	
	
	[  ]
	

	D-09b
	Exploring Big E
	         -1998
	Shape of Exploring Big E – Mirror Finish.  
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
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   09a      09b

D-10  Varsity Scout.  All are long post mirror finish.

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-10a
	Varsity Scout
	1985-present
	The S overlaps the V at the top of the device.  Bottom of the V is square.
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-10b
	Varsity Scout
	±1993-
	The S and V touch at the top of the device.  Edges of the V follow the rim. (Card with old catalog number & new bar code.)
	
	[  ]
	
	

	D-10c
	Varsity Scout
	  -present
	There is a gap between the S and V.  The top of the left leg of the V is curved.  
	
	[  ]
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      10a               10b               10c

D-11  Webelos Scout.  To our knowledge, there is only one variety, long post.  This example is from about 1993, it has both the old catalog number and the bar code number.

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-11
	Webelos 
	1989- present
	Diamond with raised rim.  Universal Webelos emblem inside.
	
	[  ]
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D-12  District Committee.  To our knowledge, there is only one variety, long post mirror finish.  

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-12
	District Committee
	1993- present
	Circular, raised rim with FDL in center.
	
	[  ]
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D-13  Venturing.  To our knowledge, there is only one variety, long post mirror finish.  

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-13
	Venturing
	1998- present
	Top of diamond has raised mountains, bottom has an indented V.  Mirror finish on raised area.  Depressions in the V and sky are matte finish.
	
	[  ]
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          13

D-14  1910 Society.  This is loosely based on the old Chief Scout Executive patch.  “1910 SOCIETY” is on the ribbon beneath the FDL.

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-14
	1910 Society
	2000- present
	Circular with triangle – point down, FDL extending above triangle.  There are 2 horizontal bars behind top of FDL.  Wreath outside bottom half.  Ribbon below FDL with 1910 Society on it.
	
	[  ]
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D-15  Founder’s Circle.  It is an adaptation of the compass logo adapted in the late 1990s from the old Explorer Scout universal emblem.  The words “Founder’s Circle” surround the universal Boy Scout emblem.

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Dates
	Characteristics
	S
	L
	LT
	XL

	D-15
	Founder’s Circle
	2000- present
	Round with compass having 4 main points extending outside the rim.  Larger circle inside has the words Founders Circle, and a smaller circle with the FDL inside.  Only device made in silver.
	
	[  ]
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Masonic.  The Masons have awarded a pin to identify the Dan Beard Masonic Award earned as a Mason (Community Organization Award). This is not a BSA pin, but has been authorized by the Relationships Division (not the Uniforms and Insignia Committee).  We are not assigning it a D number because it is not a BSA item, but you will see them on uniforms, and wearing them is correct.  It is illustrated below
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     Masonic

We have consciously chosen to not include the Eagle palms, which may be worn on the square knot, but more normally go on the Eagle badge itself.  Nor have we included the crossed palms of the Honor Medal, that are not worn on the knot.  If you are interested in them, contact Gary about his book, Ribbon Bars and Knot Awards of the Boy Scouts of America.

You may contact the authors at: gcrowl@houston.rr.com (George), shayle64@netzero.com (Shay), or txhazmatman@prodigy.net (Gary).  We welcome your comments and corrections.
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