Varieties of Official BSA Square Knots

George Crowl with Shay Lelegren and Gary Whitman

DRAFT

Part 2 — Youth Achievement and Religious Service

Part 1 covered bravery and distinguished service.  Part 2 covers those square knots awarded to youth for achievement, and those awarded by the many religious organizations cooperating with the Boy Scouts of America.  Part 3 will cover the many leadership awards for adults.  Part 4 covers the devices associated with them.  Part 5 is a summary Excel chart.

The order in which these knots appear is of no significance, except that is the way an intermediate author did it.

K-30  Ace Award.  Ace had the fewest young men earn it, of all the various “highest” awards in the older programs of the BSA.  Only 723 were earned in 12 years from 1942-54.  Only one variety of knot was produced, and it was phased out following December 31st, 1954.  Original Ace knots are rare.

	FOR ACHIEVEMENT
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-30
	Ace Award 
	Air Scouts
	LBL
	FTL
	Sw  1
	BLU 
	RED
	BLU 
	
	[  ]
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             30  Ace 

K-31  Ranger Award.  Ranger is also scarce, with only 2782 awarded from 1944-51.  This knot was only issued in 1950 and 1951, and comes in two varieties.  Some have questioned the tan variety, but the one pictured came from the shirt of a Ranger about 20 years later.  We think it may be a green knot faded, because we have seen several tan knots, all of them in used condition.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-31a
	Ranger Award 
	Exp Scouts
	GRN
	CTR
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	BRN 
	GRN 
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-31b 
	Ranger Award 
	Exp Scouts
	TAN
	CTR
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	BRN 
	GRN 
	
	[  ]
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            31a (Green)                          31b (Tan)

K-32  Eagle Scout.  Eagle knots have been available since 1947, in a variety of background colors.  Over 1,000,000 boys have earned Eagle, probably ¾ of them since 1947.  The full gamut of backs is available.  

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-32a 
	Eagle Scout 
	Boy Scouts
	KHA
	CTL
	Sw  1
	RWB 
	RWB 
	KHA 
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-32b 
	Eagle Scout 
	Boy Scouts
	LKH
	FTL
	Sw  1
	RWB 
	RWB 
	BRN 
	
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-32b 
	Eagle Scout
	Boy Scouts
	LKH
	FTR  
	Sw  1
	RWB 
	RWB 
	BRN 
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ] BluePB

	K-32c
	Eagle Scout 
	Boy Scouts
	WHT
	FTL
	Sw  1
	RWB 
	RWB 
	WHT
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-32c
	Eagle Scout
	Boy Scouts
	WHT
	MTL
	Sw  1
	RWB
	RWB
	WHT
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-32d
	Eagle Scout 
	Boy Scouts
	NBL
	FL
	Sw  1
	RWB 
	RWB 
	NBL 
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-32e
	Eagle Scout 
	Boy Scouts
	FGR
	FTL
	Sw  1
	RWB 
	RWB 
	FGR  
	
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-32e
	Eagle Scout 
	Boy Scouts
	FGR
	FTR
	Sw  1
	RWB 
	RWB 
	FGR  
	
	
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-32f
	Eagle Scout 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	Sw  1
	RWB 
	RWB 
	BRN 
	
	 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-32g
	Eagle Scout
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	Sw  1
	RWB
	RWB
	LBN
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-32h
	Eagle Scout 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	Sw  1
	RWB 
	RWB 
	BGE 
	
	 
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ] Pelon

	K-32i
	Eagle Scout
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	CD  1
	RWB
	RWB
	LBG
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-32j
	Eagle Scout
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	CD  1
	RWB
	RWB
	TAN
	
	
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
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      32a (Coarse twill)               32b (Fine twill)                       32c (White)                           32d (Blue)
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    32e (Green)                        32f (Plain, brown bdr)         (32h Beige border)                 32j (Tan border)

K-33 Quartermaster Award (Sea Scouts/Explorers).  This set of knots is not in proper chronological order, because the original author did not know the sequence.  The khaki coarse twill (33a) was first (1947-66).  The blue knot on blue felt (33e) was second (until 1953).  The blue on white knot (33c) and white on blue knot (33d) were introduced in 1954.  The light khaki fine twill (33b) was introduced in 1966.  Since 1980, the only knot produced is blue on white (33f, 33g, 33h, and 33i).  You may also find a rare knot shown by Len Michaud, made by over sewing a Silver Award I with white thread.  That may be a test or a private issue.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-33a 
	Quartermaster
	Sea Scouts
	KHA
	CTL
	Sw  1
	BLU 
	BLU 
	KHA 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-33b 
	Quartermaster
	Sea Scouts
	LKH
	FTL
	Sw  1
	BLU 
	BLU 
	BRN 
	[  ]
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	
	[  ] FTR GB

	K-33c 
	Quartermaster
	Sea Scouts
	WHT
	CTL
	Sw  1
	NBL 
	NBL
	WHT
	[ftr]
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ]OWT GB

	K-33d
	Quartermaster
	Sea Scouts
	NBL
	FL
	Sw  1
	WHT
	WHT
	NBL 
	[  ]
	[  ] 
	
	
	
	
	

	K-33e
	Quartermaster
	Sea Scouts
	NBL
	FL
	Sw  1
	BLU 
	BLU
	BLK 
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-33f
	Quartermaster
	Sea Scouts
	WHT
	PL
	Sw  1
	NBL 
	NBL 
	WHT
	
	 
	[  ]
	[X]
	
	
	

	K-33g
	Quartermaster
	Sea Scouts
	WHT
	FTR
	CD  1
	NBL 
	NBL 
	WHT
	
	 
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-33h
	Quartermaster
	Sea Scouts
	WHT
	PL
	CD  1
	NBL
	NBL
	WHT
	
	
	[X]
	
	
	
	[  ]fine/coarse

	K-33i
	Quartermaster
	Sea Scouts
	WHT
	FTR
	CD  3
	NBL
	NBL
	WHT
	
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
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     33a (Coarse twill)                 33b (Fine twill)                          33c (White)                              33d (Blue)
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     33e (Blue on blue)                 33f (Swiss, plain)               33g (CD, fine twill)                  33h (CD, plain cloth)
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          33i (CD, FTR)

K-34  Explorer Silver Award I (1949-54).  The Silver Award I replaced the Ranger Award for “land” Explorers.  There was only one variety.  (The original K-chart had khaki and green varieties, but we know of no one who has seen one.)  Only approximately 3410 young men earned the Silver Award I.  The number is not exact, because no one kept track of who was presented which badge (I or II) in 1954.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-34 
	Silver Award #1 
	Explorers 
	NBL
	CTL
	Sw  1
	RED 
	GLD 
	NBL 
	
	[  ]
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                    34

K-35/36  Explorer Silver Award II / Explorer Achievement Award / G.O.L.D. Award / Young American Award (and Ace Award / Ranger Award / Explorer Silver Award I).   At some time, an author listed the same knot twice for two different awards.  The knot did not change, the awards changed!  We will treat it as one series, K‑35, because it is impossible to associate specific knots with specific awards.  This knot was originally authorized for the Explorer Silver Award.  It is the second version of the Silver Award. I was sent it in the summer of 1954 instead of a red and yellow knot.  In the 70s, because no Ace, Ranger, or Silver I knots were available, it was authorized for them as well.  When the Explorer Achievement Award and then the G.O.L.D. Award became the highest awards in Exploring, it was authorized for them.  I recently presented some to a young man who earned the Young American Award, an authorized use in the 90s, so it is still in use, though perhaps not intended to be. This is the first Type 2 square knot in our sequence, note that it is symmetrical from top to bottom.  The recent versions are both Type 1 and Type 2.  The CD version has a very wide border and creates a crowded impression.
	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-35a
	Silver Award #2 +
	Explorers 
	RWB
	FE
	Sw  27
	GRY
	GRY
	GRY 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	(on twill)

	K-35b
	Silver Award #2  +
	Explorers 
	RWB
	FE
	Sw  2
	LGY 
	LGY
	LGY 
	
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ] White PB

	K-35c
	Silver Award #2  +
	Explorers 
	RWB
	FE
	Sw  2
	LGY 
	LGY
	LGY 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	(on plain)

	K-35d
	Silver Award #2 +
	Explorers 
	RWB
	FE
	CD  1
	LGY 
	LGY
	LGY 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-35e
	Silver Award #2 +
	Explorers
	RWB
	FE
	CD  1
	RGY
	RGY
	RGY
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-35f
	Silver Award #2 +
	Explorers 
	RWB
	FE
	CD  2
	LGY 
	LGY
	LGY 
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
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   35a (Dark gray, type 2)          35b (Light gray)                         35c                             35d (CD, LGY)
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35e (Type 1, some pink)                      35f (CD)

K-37  Arrow of Light.  This knot came out just before BSA changed to tan, so the light khaki version (37a) was short-lived, essentially 1979-82.  Even so, it has a wide variety of backs.  37c is an error knot, with the colors reversed, issued in 1989.  While hard to get, it is the easiest of the five error knots to find.  The difference between 37b and 37d is coarse vs. fine fabric.  The eye can see the difference, on coarse fabric about 10 threads/cm, on fine fabric about 20 threads/cm.  
	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-37a
	Arrow of Light 
	Cub Scout  
	LKH
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	RED
	YEL
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ] 
	
	
	

	K-37b
	Arrow of Light 
	Cub Scout  
	BGE
	CPL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	RED 
	YEL
	
	
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	

	K-37c
	Arrow of Light 
	Cub Scout 
	BGE
	PL
	Sw  1
	RED 
	GRN 
	YEL
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	Reverse error

	K-37d
	Arrow of Light 
	Cub Scout  
	BGE
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	RED 
	YEL
	
	
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	
	
	

	K-37e
	Arrow of Light 
	Cub Scout  
	BGE
	PL
	CD  1
	GRN 
	RED 
	YEL
	
	
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
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    37a (Fine twill)                  37b(Tan, coarse plain)             37c (Reversed)                        37d (Fine plain)
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               37e (CD)

K-38  Hornaday Award.  This has one version that we are sure of.  A set has been sold on eBay that is supposed to be a preview set.  It contains some other varieties.  We believe they are reproductions 

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-38
	Hornaday Award 
	National 
	BGE 
	PL
	Sw  1
	WBG
	WBG 
	BGE 
	
	 
	[  ]
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                    38

K-39  Venturing Silver Award III.  This is the third different medal and knot to have the title Silver Award.  It is from the new Venturing program, but we still call it #3.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-39a
	Silver Award #3
	Venturing
	G/W
	FE
	Sw  2
	GRY 
	GRY
	SMY 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-39b
	Silver Award #3
	Venturing
	G/W
	FE
	CD  2
	GRY 
	GRY
	SMY 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-39c
	Silver Award #3
	Venturing
	G/W
	FE
	CD  3
	LGY 
	LGY 
	SMY 
	
	
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
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                39a (Swiss)                            39b (CD)                                39c (Type 3)

K-50  Youth Religious Award.  This knot has several varieties.  It started as a purple fine twill knot, then burgundy plain cloth, then to fully embroidered, with light and dark variations of fully embroidered.  

	FOR THE CHURCH
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-50a
	Religious 
	Youth 
	PUR 
	FTR
	Sw  1
	SMY 
	SMY 
	PUR
	
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-50a
	Religious 
	Youth 
	PUR 
	MTL
	Sw  1
	SMY 
	SMY 
	PUR
	
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	
	
	
	

	K-50b
	Religious 
	Youth 
	BUR 
	PL
	Sw  1
	SMY 
	SMY 
	PUR
	
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-50c
	Religious 
	Youth 
	PUR
	FE
	Sw  1
	SMY 
	SMY 
	PUR 
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ] white PB [  ] blue PB

	K-50d
	Religious 
	Youth 
	DPR
	FE
	Sw  1
	SMY 
	SMY 
	DPR
	
	 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-50e
	Religious 
	Youth 
	PUR
	FE
	CD  1
	SMY 
	SMY 
	PUR
	
	
	[  ] 
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
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         50a (Fine twill)        50b (Plain weave, burgundy)    50c (FE, Purple)                50d (Dark purple)
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             50e (CD)

K-51  Adult Religious Award.  This knot also has several varieties.  Purple is a hard color to be consistent with.  These were all scanned with the same machine, but the eye sees 51d/e as much closer to 51a/b.  The background color does not change as much to the eye either, so we label all backgrounds LGY.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-51a
	Religious 
	Adult 
	LGY 
	CTL
	Sw  1
	PUR 
	PUR 
	SMY 
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-51b
	Religious 
	Adult 
	LGY 
	FTR
	Sw  1
	PUR 
	PUR 
	SMY 
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ] wht PB[  ] blue PB

	K-51c
	Religious 
	Adult 
	LGY 
	PL
	CD  1
	LAV 
	LAV 
	SMY 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-51d
	Religious
	Adult
	LGY
	PL
	Sw  1
	PUR
	PUR
	SMY
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-51e
	Religious 
	Adult 
	LGY 
	PL
	CD  1
	PUR
	PUR
	SMY 
	 
	 
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
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             51a (Coarse twill)               51b (Fine twill)                 51c (Plain, lavender)
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                51d (Swiss)                                51e (CD)

This concludes Part 2.  Part 1 covers bravery and distinguished service.  Part 3 covers leadership awards for adults. Part 4 covers knot devices.  Part 5 is a summary Excel chart.

You may contact the authors at: gcrowl@houston.rr.com (George),  shayle64@netzero.com (Shay), or txhazmatman@prodigy.net (Gary).  We welcome your comments and corrections.
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