Knot Awards of Non-US Scouting Associations

Part 3 – Fiji-Korea
George Crowl
No changes from Version 10.0.
	
	This is Part 3 of a survey of knot awards of many nations.  See Part 1 for more background.

	Red knot on khaki

Blue knot on khaki

Red/blue knot on khaki

Blue/white knot on khaki
	FIJI.  Fiji is a fairly large series of islands in the South Pacific, right on the International Date Line (180th meridian).  The Fiji Scouts Association has about 4000 Scouts, was originally a part of British Scouting, and continues to use some of their materials, as well as those from other countries.  They became an independent member of WOSM in 1971.  An excellent letter from the Fiji Scouts Association Executive Commissioner, Mr. R. G. Jorgensen, provided a correct and current listing of their awards, which supersedes previously incorrect information I had.  They retained the gallantry awards in sequence as follows:
Bronze Cross

Silver Cross

Gilt Cross

Chief Scout’s Commendation



	Green/red knot on khaki

Blue/green knot on khaki
	The meritorious conduct awards in sequence are:
Medal for Meritorious Conduct

Chief Scout’s Commendation


	Pale blue knot on khaki

Orange knot with arrowhead 
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Green knot with arrowhead

Green knot on khaki

White/yellow knot on khaki


	The service awards in sequence are:
Silver Tabua ([whale’s tooth] medal worn round neck on pale blue ribbon)
Silver Tanoa with Bar (medal worn round the neck on orange ribbon with green stripe)
Silver Tanoa* ([kava bowl] medal worn round the neck on orange ribbon) [While this knot is the correct color, other knots in this series have been identified incorrectly.  Therefore, this knot may not be authentic.]
Medal of Merit with Bar (worn over left pocket on clip)
Medal of Merit (worn over left pocket on clip)
Chief Scout’s Commendation (only knot is worn)
* Knots with an asterisk (*) appear to be identical knots used by several Scout associations for different purposes as indicated.  In some, the errors are exactly the same, indicating use of a single lot of knots.
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	The three knots to the left have been sold on the internet by dealers in Hong Kong with the indicated names attached.  Based on the authoritative information above, these were incorrectly identified, since these color combinations are not currently (or in the past) being used in Fiji.
Distinguished Service Cross Gold Medal.*

Distinguished Service Gold Medal. * 

Distinguished Service Bronze Medal.*
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	GAMBIA.  Another country with a Commonwealth background.  These awards must be assumed to be similar in criteria to Britain. The Gambia Scout Association has about 15,000 members.
Bronze Cross.

Silver Cross.

Gilt Cross.

Chief Commissioner’s Commendation for Gallantry.
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	Medal of Meritorious Conduct

Certificate of Meritorious Conduct.

Chief Commissioner’s Commendation for Meritorious Conduct.
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	Silver Wolf.

Medal of Merit.
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	GHANA.  The following items were offered, but I have no further information about them, and there is no web site to explain them.  The Ghana Scout Association has 13,000 members, dating from 1912.

It is interesting to note the color similarities between Ethiopia and Ghana, though the shade is different.
Leader Gold Medal.*

Leader Silver Medal.*

Leader Bronze Medal.*
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	GRENADA.  Grenada is a small island in the Caribbean about 100 miles north of Trinidad.  It has about 1700 Scouts, but its main claim to fame is that it was invaded by the US to rescue some medical students in 1983.  
Distinguished Service Cross Gold Medal.*
I do not have the criteria for these awards.
Distinguished Service Cross Silver Medal.*

Distinguished Service Cross Bronze Medal.*
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	Distinguished Service Gold Medal.*

Distinguished Service Silver Medal.*

Distinguished Service Bronze Medal.*
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	Long Service Gold Medal.*

Long Service Silver Medal.* Note that this is not a true Figure 8, but loops laid on top of each other.
Long Service Bronze Medal.* Note that this is not a true Figure 8, but loops laid on top of each other.
Leader Three-year Service emblem.
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Distinguished Service Cross
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Diamond Jubilee 

Jamboree Medallion
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Hong Kong Millennium Jamboree Medallion/Star
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Long Service Medal
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Leadership Award
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Service Flash
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Queen Scout Award 

leader insignia
	HONG KONG.  Hong Kong was originally a branch of the British Scout Association.  During that time, they used British awards.  The Hong Kong Scout Association became an independent member of WOSM in 1977.  In 2005 they had approximately 100,000 members.  Becoming part of China under the Hong Kong Special Autonomous Region in 1997 does not yet seem to have affected their growth.  They moved away from the British awards and knots to specific Hong Kong awards and knots.  

Most Hong Kong awards are represented by military style ribbons.  Awards for gallantry:  Gold Cross, Silver Cross, Bronze Cross.
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        Gold Cross             Silver Cross            Bronze Cross 
Outstanding service by uniformed members:  Gold Lion, Silver Lion, Bronze Lion.

Outstanding service by administrators:  Gold Dragon, Silver Dragon, Bronze Dragon.  Both use the same ribbons, different medals.
[image: image37.png]


[image: image38.png]


[image: image39.png]



          Gold                          Silver                      Bronze
Awards for good service:  Distinguished Service Cross, Distinguished Service Medal, Distinguished Service Award, Good Service Award.
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     Distinguished          Distinguished     Good Service Award

    Service Medal         Service Award

Three awards for meritorious contribution to special events have been made. They are the Diamond Jubilee Jamboree Medallion, the Hong Kong Scout Millennium Jamboree Medallion, and the Hong Kong Scout Millennium Jamboree Star.  I cannot detect a difference in the ribbon for the Medallion and the Star.
Long Service Medal (15 years adult service).  An additional star for each 10 years of service.  Service emblem bars for each three years service.

The awards that show ribbon texture are photos provided by Edward Wong of Hong Kong, whom I had the opportunity to meet at the 2005 American National Jamboree.  The remainder are color swatches from the web site illustrations.

The Leadership Award is for completing certain training and activities in the Scout unit.  The Service Flash requirements have not yet been explained.

Hong Kong Queen Scout Award (now HKSAR) patch for leaders. 

“Hi, the badge in three shades of blue is named: Leadership Award, the awardee needs to complete some leadership training courses and practice in the scout troop activities. The badge with red, yellow, green, blue and purple is named: Service Flash, but I am not sure the requirement of it. The Queen Scout Award leader insignia was used after Hong Kong to be HKSAR in 1997.”
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	INDIA (BHARAT).  The Bharat Scouts and Guides is the official association, with over 2,000,000 Scouts and nearly 1,000,000 Guides.  The decorations and awards authorized by the association are:

Awards for gallantry:  Letter of Commendation, Certificate, Gilt Medal, Bar to Gilt Medal, Silver Medal, Bar to Silver Medal, Bronze Medal.

Awards for meritorious service: Medal of Merit, Bar to Medal of Merit, Silver Star, Bar to Silver Star, Silver Elephant.

Thanks Badge

Service Star, Special Service Star, Long Service Decoration.
I have only three knots.  These knots show British influence, but craftsmanship is clearly that of local manufacturers.  
Silver Star.  There is some resemblance to the Silver Acorn here.
Leader Bronze Medal. I do not know that this is the Bronze Medal for gallantry, which would be their highest.
Medal of Merit. This knot resembles other Medals of Merit.  This knot is just folded over, so I do not know if it is an unfinished ribbon (see Belize), or intended to be used this way.



	
	IRELAND (EIRE).    The Irish Scouts have a brand new Scout Association:  Scouting Ireland - Gasóga na hÉireann, as of 1 January 2004. It was formed from the Scout Association of Ireland - Cumann Gasóga na hÉireann; and the Catholic Boy Scouts of Ireland - Gasóga Catoilicí na hÉireann.   The total membership is about 37,000 Scouts. The Association covers the whole island of Ireland. There are British Scouts in Northern Ireland as well. 
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	The new SI awards follow.  The awards are worn on an award ribbon, left, as illustrated at www.scouts.ie/filestore/documents/awardsheet.pdf.

Gold Honour Award – Active participation in rescue operations at extreme risk to the rescuer, or for Scouting under difficulties.

Silver Honour Award – Active participation in rescue operations at personal risk to the rescuer, or for Scouting under difficulties.

Bronze Honour Award – Active participation in rescue operations or Scouting under difficulties.

Chief Scout’s Commendation of Honour – Active participation in rescue operations or Scouting under difficulties

 

Order of Cu Chulainn – Profound and long service to Scouting.  Presented by the Chief Scout.

Gold Merit Award – Leadership of the most inspiring kind in Scouting.

Silver Merit Award – Exceptional and notable service to Scouting.

Bronze Merit Award – Service of an exceptional character.

Chief Scout’s Commendation – Service above the normal standard.

 

25 year Gold Service Award

20 year Silver Service Award

15 year Silver Service Award

10 year Bronze Service Award

5 year Bronze Service Award

	
	Awards in the former Catholic Boy Scouts of Ireland were:  

Honour: Bronze, Silver and Gold Honour Medals for gallantry, bravery or Scouting under difficulties. These were similar to military medals and there were no cloth versions.

Meritorious: Order of the Silver Wolfhound; the Founder’s Award; Medals of Merit (for meritorious service) in Bronze, Silver and Gold, with Bar available. These were similar to military medals and there were no cloth versions.

Service: Bronze Service Star (10 years), Silver Service Star (20 years), Gold Service Star (30 years), with bar available for 40 years, Jubilee Star (50 years) with bar available for 60 years. These were similar to military medals and there were no cloth versions.
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           Beaver (Gray)
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            Cub (Green)
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             Scout (Red)
	Training badges for the Wood Badge are differentiated by the training for the specific section, identified by the associated color.  Size here may not be exact, these are internet images from Keirnan Gildea’s site, irishscoutbadges.com. 
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       Venturer (Maroon)         Unit Leader (White) [image: image52.jpg]
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    Leader Trainer (Blue)       Commissioner (Gold)
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Silver Elk
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Wood Badge
	Scout Association of Ireland - Cumann Gasóga na hÉireann. Keirnan Gildea shows two knots on his site, irishscoutbadges.com.  The first is a Silver Elk. It has the same color scheme as the UK Silver Wolf, so is likely of similar national character.  No other Figure 8 knots were shown, but where one is, more are likely.

The second is that of a generic Wood Badge knot similar to the old UK knot.  

Thanks to Keirnan Gildea who corrected my text.
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Golden Kiji (Pheasant)
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Silver Takasho (Hawk)
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Silver Cuckoo
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Council Award of Merit
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Fuji Award (= Eagle)
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Senior Fuji Knot 
	JAPAN.  In the Far East, the Scout associations were directly influenced by the Boy Scouts of America.  The Philippines were a former colony, Japan was occupied for several years, and Korea was rescued from invasion.  Consequently, it was natural they would model their knots more or less on the American line.  Adult award information has come to my attention, courtesy of Alvin Sakai, who has an extensive collection of medals awarded to various Asia-Pacific figures.  In addition, Craig Harmon, Director of the Lincoln Highway National Museum, provided a picture of the Golden Kiji ribbon that was awarded to President Ford and is in his presidential library.  See more information at http://lincoln-highway-museum.org/GRF/GRF-09-Index.html.  There is a film clip showing it being awarded at http://www.thoughtequity.com/video/clip/5112499978_027.do.  
The highest adult award is the Golden Kiji (Pheasant).  The second highest  award is the Silver Takasho (Hawk).  The third highest is the Silver Cuckoo.  The fourth highest is the Council Award of Merit.  

The youth Venture Scout highest award is the Fuji Award, represented by a knot.  Only about 25 youth a year earn this award.  The second knot is identified as Senior Fuji Scout knot from the 60s. 


	
	The Japanese have an extensive series of training knots.  This is derived from eBay information.  The pattern is clear, a silver knot for basic training in the section, a gold knot for advanced training in the section.  Sections are distinguished by knot background color.  The Japanese organization is over 200,000 strong.
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	Group Scout Leader Basic Wood Badge Training – The Japanese knots are 40mm X 15mm, or about 1 5/8” X 5/8”.
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	Beaver Basic WB Training

Beaver Advanced WB Training
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	Cub Basic WB Training

Cub Advanced WB Training

	Silver knot, green background

Gold knot, green background
	Scout Basic WB Training

Scout Advanced WB Training
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	Venture Basic WB Training

Venture Advanced WB Training



	[image: image68.jpg]



[image: image69.jpg]



	Rover Basic WB Training

Rover Advanced WB Training

	Silver knot, purple background
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	Commissioner Basic WB Training

Commissioner Advanced WB Training

	Silver knot, red background

Gold knot, red background
	National Wood Badge Staff

National Wood Badge Course Director



	
	KENYA.  The Kenya Scouts Association has over 250,000 members.  Founded in 1910 as part of the British Scout Association, it became a member of WOSM in 1964.  Kenya is the location of Paxtu, B-P’s last home, where he died and was buried in 1941.
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	The reef (square) knots illustrated were provided by Peter Ford.  This square knot pattern is unique so far.  

Silver Simba (Lion).  Highest award for service

Bar to the Silver Acorn.  Reef knot in gold with Arrowhead (FDL) superimposed.
Silver Acorn.  Plain reef knot in gold.

Medal of Merit.
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	Now we enter the realm of speculation.  Building on the above, the following knots have not been identified, but we believe they may be as follows:

Bronze Cross??

Silver Cross??

Really unknown, Gilt Cross??

Long Service??

Anyone who has solid information about the knots or the awards is requested to contact the author at my addresses below.

	
	KOREA.  This association is about 250,000 strong.
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	Wood Badge 2, 3 & 4 Beads.
All three of these knots were displayed on a Korean banner in Korean and English from the 1991 World Jamboree.  The first is listed as Wood Badge.  The second is Assistant Leader Trainer.  The third is Leader Trainer.  They are shown in these colors in 1991.  The external evidence indicates that the two-bead knot at least came from a different time period than the three- and four-bead knots.  Another auction said the green knot was from the 1970s.  The banner was listed on eBay in 2005.
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	The red and white knot on the left is identified on the banner as a Scoutmaster knot.  The blue and white knot is identified as a commissioner knot.  If you can further identify these, I would appreciate the information.    
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	The very fuzzy scans on the left are of:
Training Award.

Service Award, respectively.  They were on an insignia banner for sale in 2007, and identified thereon.  If I can get good copies, I will replace these scans.
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	The Tiger Scout is the top rank for youth in Korean Scouting.  The knot-sized patch to the left is the award that adults may wear on their uniform if they earned the Tiger Scout award as a youth.

I am told the second knot below is an error knot, actually the first produced.
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	I am told this is a Catholic patrol leader knot.  I have no further information.
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	Knots come in varying sizes and design details as shown here.  These are from a separate collection of Peter Ford’s.  You can see manufacturing differences.  
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	All of my monographs are available by contacting me at one of the addresses below.

George Crowl, 16213 Congo Ln, Jersey Village, TX 77040, george.h.crowl@gmail.com
© 2005, Version 11.0, 1/1/16
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