Knot Awards of Non-US Scouting Associations

Part 5 – Spain-Zambia
George Crowl
Blue show changes from Version 10.0.
	
	This is Part 5 of a survey of knot awards of many nations.  See Part 1 for more background.

	
	SPAIN.  The Association de Scouts de España (ASDE) is one of several Spanish Scouting organizations.  It has about 75,000 members.
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	Medal of Bravery.  I do not have further information on any of these emblems, except their description when purchased.
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	Medal of Perseverance.
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	Silver Wolf. Though not very visible, this is a silver mylar knot.
Medal of Merit.

	[image: image5.jpg]



	Long Service emblem.
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	This knot is identified as a Long Service emblem of the WFIS Catalonia, Associació Catalana de Scouts - Catalonian Association of Scouts. 
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	WFIS (Asociacion Scout Independiente De Madrid) - ASIM is a prospective member of the WFIS, apparently in just the Madrid area.  This knot is identified as the Silver Wolf of that association.  Note that it is the same as the ASDE Silver Wolf.
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	Long Service emblem - Unknown Scout association in Spain.  Does anyone have accurate information?

	
	SRI LANKA.  I have a correspondent in Sri Lanka, Rohan Wirasekara. He has received the Medal of Merit, and believes Sri Lankan award scheme is the same as the British system of previous years.  He is searching for information and photographs to provide.  Sri Lanka has about 22,000 Scouts.

	
	ST. LUCIA.  St. Lucia, an island in the West Indies, is 200 miles north of Trinidad and just south of Martinique.  It is the third smallest Scout association, with only 393 members at the last census.  However, it has a full set of award knots.  These bear a resemblance to those from Albania, Ethiopia, and Ghana.  However, two of the knots are incorrectly formed, i.e. they do not make a Figure 8 knot, but are merely rope laid in loops.
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	Distinguished Service Cross Gold.*  I do not have the criteria for these awards.

Distinguished Service Cross Silver.*

Distinguished Service Cross Bronze.*

* Knots with an asterisk (*) appear to be identical knots used by several Scout associations for different purposes as indicated.  In some, the errors are exactly the same, indicating use of a single lot of knots.
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	Distinguished Service Gold.* I do not have the criteria for these awards.
Distinguished Service Silver.*

Distinguished Service Bronze.*
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	Long Service Gold.*  I do not have the criteria for these awards.
Long Service Silver.*  This is not a loop, but rope laid to look like a Figure 8.  See Grenada.

Long Service Bronze.* This is not a loop, but rope laid to look like a Figure 8.  See Grenada.
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	TAIWAN.  The General Association of the Scouts of China is the Taiwanese Scout Association, tracing its roots to 1912 and the foundation of Chinese Scouting in China.  It was ejected from the mainland, and reorganized in Taiwan in 1950, maintaining its membership in WOSM.  Current membership is about 70,000 Scouts.
Gold Plum Flower Medal - plum, six stripes, notice the gold Republic of China (ROC) insignia on the ribbon.  50 years of service.
Gold Bamboo Medal - plum, four stripes, notice the silver ROC insignia on the ribbon.  45 years of service.
Gold Pine Medal - plum, two stripes, notice the bronze ROC insignia on the ribbon.  40 years of service.
Silver Plum Flower Medal - green.  35 years of service.
Silver Bamboo Medal - green.  30 years of service.
Silver Pine Medal- green.  25 years of service.
Bronze Plum Flower Medal - blue.  20 years of service.
Bronze Bamboo Medal - blue.  15 years of service.
Bronze Pine Medal - blue (missing). 10 years of service.  See pattern below.
An alternative cloth ribbon also seems to be available, this for the Bronze Plum Flower, Bamboo, and Pine awards.
Leader Plum Flower Award. Note the gold Republic of China (ROC) insignia.  20 years of service.
Leader Bamboo Award. Note the silver ROC insignia.  15 years of service.
Leader Pine Award.  Note the bronze ROC insignia.  10 years of service.
Service information courtesy Al Sakai.

Wood Badge.  Note that this badge is different than the knots of the UK, Ireland, Malta, Korea, and Zambia, which all follow a generally similar pattern.  This knot shows the full necklace, not just from the knot down.

Unidentified ROC (Taiwan) leaders’ insignia award badges.  Any help in identifying them is appreciated.
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	Scout of the Year award.  I do not have the criteria.  Note the gold ROC insignia.
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	TANZANIA.  Tanzania has 98,000 total members.  These knots seem to be exactly the same manufacture as the Albania and St. Lucia distinguished service knots above, down to the tiny flaw where the blue crosses the gold on the left.  This should not be interpreted as criticism, since these small Scout associations would find loom runs for their knots quite expensive.
Leader Gold Medal.*  I do not have the criteria for these awards.
Leader Silver Medal.*

Leader Bronze Medal.*

	
	THAILAND.  Thailand was the third country to take up Scouting, in 1911, with enthusiastic support from the King.  It is government sponsored, and has about 1,300,000 members.
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	The Boy Scout Citation Medal (Special Class)
The Medal was established in 1987 by King Rama IX with only one class to be bestowed upon those who have rendered constant services and support to Scout activities for at least five years consecutively. The recipients must have received the Boy Scout Citation First Class Medal. 

Note: This medal is bestowed onto the recipient by the King of Thailand.
No image for optional ribbon.

A somewhat expanded version of this material by Tanadet Itsarapakdetem is available from me by contacting me at George@Crowl.org. 
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First Class
No image for optional ribbon
	The Boy Scout Commendation Medal
The Medal was established in 1964 by King Rama IX. Three classes to be bestowed upon those who have performed an act of valor in saving or attempting to save the life of another, or who has acted in a heroic manner. The candidates for the medal will be judging on the level of services and it will be given on the National Scout Day on July 1st of every year. The recipient for this medal must be a scout, adult leader, commissioner, or officer of the National Boy Scout Organization of Thailand. 
Note: This medal is bestowed by the King of Thailand
The Boy Scout Commendation First Class Medal
Bestowed upon those who rendered service or gave their life to protect the nation, the religion, the king, or rescue a person in a life threatening situation, without any concern of the actual risk of death or physical harm by accepting self-imposed personal responsibility in the effort to save the life of another.

(Note: the ribbon of the medal is the reverse of the medal below)
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Second Class

No image for optional ribbon

	The Boy Scout Commendation Second Class Medal
Bestowed upon those who rendered service, rescued a person in a life threatening situation without any concern of the actual risk of physical harm, by accepting self-imposed personal responsibility in the effort to save the life of another; or have done the following requirements altogether not less than 100 times and each requirement not less than 10 times.

1. Help someone that need help
2. Help protect someone or their possessions from harm

3. Help protect animals from animal cruelty

4. Given First Aid and/or CPR

5. Render a helping hand to the Government when needed

6. Render a helping hand to the community

7. Render a helping hand to your parent or neighbors

8. Render a helping hand to your school or work place other than your normal responsibilities
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Third Class

No image for optional ribbon

	The Boy Scout Commendation Third Class Medal
Bestowed upon those who rendered service, rescued a person in a life threatening situation; or have done the following requirement altogether not less than 50 times and in each requirement not less than 5 times.
1. Help someone that need help
2. Help protect someone or their possessions from harm

3. Help protect animals from animal cruelty

4. Given First Aid and/or CPR

5. Render a helping hand to the Government when needed

6. Render a helping hand to the community

7. Render a helping hand to your parent or neighbors

8. Render a helping hand to your school or work place other than your normal responsibilities
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	The Boy Scout Citation Medal
The medal was established in 1964 by King Rama IX. Three classes are bestowed upon those who have donated funds, time, or knowledge to the Boy Scout Organization of Thailand. The recipient for this medal must be a adult leader, commissioner, officer of the National Boy Scout Organization of Thailand, or non-scout affiliate person. 
Note: This medal is bestowed by the Prime Minister of Thailand on behalf of the King.
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	The Boy Scout Citation First Class Medal
Bestowed upon those who have donated funds, time, or knowledge to the Boy Scout Organization of Thailand above and beyond the requirement by the Boy Scout Organization of Thailand.

(The device on the ribbons matches those on the medal.)
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	The Boy Scout Citation Second Class Medal
Bestowed upon those who have met one of the following criteria:
1. Donated funds or materials at one time or at different times that add up to that required by the Boy Scout Organization of Thailand.
2. Served on the staff for Leader Basic Training or Advanced Leader Training at least 50 times. Or help with other seminars above the Advanced Leader Training more than 20 times. All of the training the recipient must stay in the camp throughout the training.

3. Served in other capacities in Scouting more than 5 years and within each year more than 10 times.

4. Served as an international Scouter and helped create or maintain

      good relationships with other countries.
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	The Boy Scout Citation Third Class Medal
Bestowed upon those who have met one of the following criteria:
1. Donated funds or materials at one time or at different times that add up to that required by the Boy Scout Organization of Thailand.
2. Served on the staff for Leader Basic Training or Advanced Leader Training at least 25 times. Or help with other seminars above the Advanced Leader Training more than 10 times. All of the training the recipient must stay in the camp throughout the training.

3. Served on the staff for Patrol Leader Training at least 50 times and each time at least 3 consecutive days. 

4. Served in other capacities in Scouting more than 3 years and within each year more than 5 times.

5. Served as an international Scouter and helped create or maintain

      good relationships with other countries.
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Bronze 20th World Jamboree
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Silver 20th World Jamboree
	20th World Jamboree (Thailand) Medal
Available for sale at the Jamboree in 2003, in Bronze, Silver, and Gold.  The ribbon is the same on all medals, the rectangle is appropriate metal, and the medal itself (not shown) is in bronze, silver or gold.  The proceeds from these medals supported Scouting in Thailand. The medals feature the heads of King Rama VI (who instituted Scouting in Thailand) and King Rama IX (the present monarch).

	The ribbons at right may be worn on a Scout uniform, but are not normally worn unless in the presence of the royal family or a representative.  They represent commemora-tive medals, and are only worn by government personnel who are awarded them in another capacity.  Thanks to Tanadet Itsarakpadetam, a friend who has helped me by looking up these Thai awards.
	[image: image46.jpg]



[image: image47.jpg]



From left to right: Commemorative Medal on the Occasion of the 84th Birthday Anniversary of HRH Somdej Phra Sri Nakarindra Borommarajjonnani (1984); Commemorative Medal on the Occasion of the Longest Reign Celebrations (1988); Commemorative Medal on the Occasion of the 60th Birthday Anniversary of HM King Bhumaibol Adulyadej (1976); Commemorative Medal on Occasion  of the 60th Birthday Anniversary HM Queen Sirikit (1992); Commemorative Medal on Occasion of longest reign celebrations; Commemorative Medal on the Occasion of the 72nd Birthday Anniversary of HM King Bhumaibol Adulyadej
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	TOGO.  Togo is a small country in Africa that has about 9000 Scouts.  I do not have any information on the criteria for their awards.  In fact, one source calls these the “Dove” medal emblems.
Gold (Dove) Medal.

Silver (Dove) Medal.

Bronze (Dove) Medal.
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Gold Perseverance Knot
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Silver Perseverance Knot
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Bronze Perseverance Knot
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District Event
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Region Event
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National Event Organization
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National Event Execution
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Unknown


	VENEZUELA.  Venezuela is a major oil and natural gas producing country on the north coast of South America.  The three square knot examples I have information on are perseverance knots.  They are available to all divisions of youth and adults, unit Scouts, Cubs, Scouts, Venture, or leaders.  The size is proportionate to other knots, much smaller.  They came to me courtesy Rafael Ramos.

Gold.  The name in Spanish is: “Nudo de perserverancia en Oro." Two years uninterrupted service following the award of the Silver knot.

Silver.  "Nudo de perserverancia en Plata." Four years uninterrupted service following the award of the Bronze knot.

Bronze.  "Nudo de perserverancia en Bronce." Two years uninterrupted service.

The Venezuelans also have small colored bars that recognize accomplishment, primarily in organizing events.
Yellow Bar: Organization of District Event.

Blue Bar: Organization of Regional Event.

Red Bar: Organization and Achievement of National Event.

Green Bar: Execution of National Event.

Blue Sky Bar:  Rafael is trying to determine the meaning.

Capitulo IV – NUDOS

Art. 4.1. - El Nudo de Perseverancia se concederá a los Lobatos, Scouts o Rovers, y dirigentes de Grupo o Unidad que hayan demonstrado persistencia y diligencia en su vida Scout.  Si conferirá en tres clases: en Bronce, después de dos (2) años adicionales de servicio interrumpido; en Plata o plateada, después de cuatro (4) años adicionales de servicio interrumpido, y en Oro o dorada, después de dos (2) años adicionales de servicio interrumpido, para un total de ocho (8) años de servicio interrumpido.  El servicio se entiende en la Rama original de ingreso y en las subsiguientes a las cuales el intersado haya accedido.

Art. 4.2. - El Nudo de Servicio Scout se otorgara a dirigentes de Grupo o Unidad que hayan demonstrado a lo largo de su vida Scout, un tesorero sentido del deber, sacraficio, dedicación y promoción personal en beneficio de sus subordinados.  Se concedera en dos clases en Plata o plateada después de cuatro (4) años adicionales de servicio interrumpido, y en Oro o dorada, después de cuatro (4) años de servicio adicionales en la mismas condiciones.
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	ZAMBIA.  Zambia is another small country in Africa that has about 7500 Scouts.  I do not have the criteria for their awards.
Leader Gold Medal.*

Leader Silver Medal.*

Leader Bronze Medal.* Note that this knot appears identical to the St. Lucia Long Service Bronze, color, fine twill left, and not a Figure 8, but rope laid on top of each other in an eight pattern.  See Grenada.
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	Wood Badge Deputy Camp Chief (Course Director).  This was sold on eBay as from Zambia.  While it closely resembles the UK Wood Badge two-bead knot, I am advised it was not used in the UK.

Wood Badge Assistant Deputy Camp Chief (Staff Member).  I bought these knots in 2006 from a dealer in Hong Kong.  
Wood Badge Graduate.  I bought this knot in 2011 from a different dealer in Hong Kong.
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	UNKNOWN.  The five knots illustrated here are of unknown origin.  The top one looks very much like a Belize Long Service knot.  

The second is advertised as a Long Service 25 years knot.  

The third is advertised as a Long Service 50 years knot, but the British knot for that color arrowhead or FDL is a Long Service 40 years knot.  

The fourth knot is a Bar to the Medal of Merit, with a Creslon back.

The fifth is a Bar to the Silver Acorn.  The seller is in Hong Kong, and has had access to overruns from other knot manufactures.  In 2011 a different seller said the Bar to the Medal of Merit and Silver Acorn were from RESA.  However, RESA’s knots are different and they don’t use the Bar award.  If you are able to shed any light on the origin or usage of these knots, I would appreciate it.
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	A different unknown knot is the one to the left.  It is quite old, the reverse is a rough, porous canvas.  On the basis of similarity, I have tentatively labeled it as British in origin.  There are, however, no British knots now that use the pattern of green Figure 8 with white or cream ends.  The knot was the property of a member of the World Bureau staff stationed in Manila, Philippines.  The Canadian Bar to the Medal of Merit has some general similarities.  Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong, Fiji, and several other now independent countries were branches of the UK Scout Association until as late as the 1970s.  Peter Ford has asked some of his contacts, and they suspect Egypt, India, or Pakistan.  If you have any information, please contact me so that I may classify this correctly.
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	Another unknown knot was found by Peter Ford in Great Britian.  Neither of us have seen it before.  Among my many images, I only find Togo with the little sparkles of color next to the main emblem.  If anyone has an idea from which country this comes, and especially what it means, we would like to hear from you.

	
	All of my monographs are available by contacting me at one of the addresses below.

George Crowl, 16213 Congo Ln, Jersey Village, TX 77040, george.h.crowl@gmail.com

© 2005, Version 11.0, 1/1/16
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