Sea Scout Academy 

Lesson Plan

APP-1 Ideals

Time:  1:00

This and other plans are for Sea Scout and leaders to teach maritime and leadership skills.  They are based on the 2010 Sea Scout Manual and requirements.  Some lessons have an accompanying PowerPoint presentation.  I consider PowerPoint an introduction the topic, to be followed by hands-on practice.  Several lessons will not have PowerPoint, usually because it is my judgement that PowerPoint is not an appropriate aid to teaching that lesson.  Lesson plans and presentations will be added and modified when ready.


Each plan and presentation has the rank, requirement number and short name.  LP means lesson plan, PPT means PowerPoint.  APP means Apprentice, the number is the number of the requirement.  ORD = Ordinary.  ABL = Able.  QM = Quartermaster.  There are a few miscellaneous items as well.


I created these lesson plans primarily for the Houston area Sea Scout Academy.  However, I hope that they are also useful for other Sea Scout situations and venues.  So, I expect everyone using the lesson plans to modify them to fit their audience and their style.  There are also other resources in the DVD with the Sea Scout Manual, and on www.seascout.org.  


I invite comments from those that use these lesson plans, so we can have continuous improvement.  If you are aware of a better example, or a great illustration that is not in them, please send them to me for inclusion.  Especially, if I miss applying a change from the Sea Scout Manual, Guide to Safe Scouting, or a Coast Guard publication, please contact me so we can keep these current and accurate.


You may contact me at George@Crowl.org or george.h.crowl@gmail.com.  
George Crowl; Skipper, Ship 1996; Sam Houston Area Council
Philosophy:  Sea Scout Academy’s primary purpose is to teach the material to the Sea Scout.  If the Sea Scout demonstrates mastery of parts of the subject, then the instructor should annotate on the class roster what has been passed, in the instructor’s opinion.  Skippers have the right to re-examine any Sea Scout in any requirement.  
Requirements: 1. Ideals: 
a. Qualify as a member of your Sea Scout ship by taking part in the ship’s admission ceremony.
b. Repeat from memory and discuss with an adult leader the Sea Promise. Discuss

the BSA Mission Statement, the BSA Vision Statement, the Scout Oath and
Law and agree to carry out the provisions of your ship’s code and bylaws.
1c.  Demonstrate normal usage of personal courtesy on board a ship.

1d.  Demonstrate the proper procedure for boarding a vessel. 
Reference:  See "Customs and Courtesies" on pp. 39-41 and SSM DVD, Landship ceremony should be reviewed, and may be shown to the students.
Equipment Required:  A landship mast, preferably with ship flag.  S502, S24, S1659, S1996 have them.

An area that can be used as a landship.  A room, pavilion, or just an outside area may be used.

U.S. ensign located at the stern of the landship.

Stanchions for the landship would be good (S846 has them).  Seats or benches would be good.

Bosun’s pipe.
Ratio:  1:12 Instructor:Student, youth make good assistants.

Lesson Plan:

APP-1a.  Qualify as a member of your Sea Scout ship by taking part in the ship’s admission ceremony.

The ship should have a regular admission ceremony.  This can be conveniently done at quarterly Bridges of Honor, where appropriate formality is easy to incorporate.  However, a youth should not be held up making Apprentice if that is the only requirement remaining.  


A simple Bridge of Honor admission ceremony is available by contacting george.h.crowl@gmail.com.
APP-1b.   Repeat from memory and discuss with an adult leader the Sea Promise. Discuss

the BSA Mission Statement, the BSA Vision Statement, the Scout Oath and
Law and agree to carry out the provisions of your ship’s code and bylaws. 


The only memorization required is that of the Sea Promise.  Discuss the various points of the Promise and how that will impact what Sea Scouts do on the water.


Go over the BSA Mission Statement, Vision Statement, Oath and Law with the youth.  None of these are required to be memorized.  Boy Scouts will come in and should be able to repeat the Oath and Law, and explain them.  Others need to have them explained to them.  While they are not expected to memorize the Oath and Law, if you use them regularly in opening and closing ceremonies, the youth will learn them through repetition.


Go over your ship's code (“Articles,” or By-Laws) with the youth.  They need to understand the expectations and the expected code of conduct.  We have them sign the Articles when they sign into the ship.

APP-1c.  Demonstrate normal usage of personal courtesy on board a ship.

Discuss personal courtesy on board ship (Sir, Ma’am to adults, polite to Sea Scouts).  

Mention that some ships will use position titles (helm, bosun, lookout, navigator, etc.).

Ask for permission to come aboard a ship.

Seniors normally board a vessel first and disembark last.  Ceremonial boarding is reversed.

APP-1d.  Demonstrate the proper procedure for boarding a vessel. 

Demonstrate a proper Sea Scout sign, and Sea Scout salute (three-fingered Scout salute).  

Discuss the history of the double salute (salute to God and country).  

Have the Sea Scouts practice the salute, so that the hand moves straight up and straight down from a position of attention.

Have the Sea Scouts practice boarding the landship in a line, saluting the mast and the ensign.

Discuss the ceremonial use of the landship, show them the DVD landship ceremony if desired, do not go into detail

Tell them about piping the side, demonstrate it if you have time and a pipe/piper.

