Varieties of Official BSA Square Knots

George Crowl and Gary Whitman with

Shay Lelegren, Bruce Noonan, and Arnold Traupman 

Part 1 — Bravery 

Square knot collecting is a small segment of the Scouting collector fraternity.  However, it has some advantages in that it is a relatively limited field.  The casual collector can look for as many of the 45 officially issued square knot awards (by name) as he/she can find.  That can be expanded to include major varieties of background colors, now totaling 70 or more, depending on how you count.  Or go on to the humongous and ever expanding varieties of backs and color variations.  There are over 300 varieties of fronts, depending on which interpretations you accept.  Counting backs, there are about 500.  Some items are very difficult and/or expensive to find.  The Skipper’s Key, Ace, Ranger, and first Silver Award come to mind.

This paper re-publishes a knot cataloging system first used in 1976, and since modified and improved by several.  Arapaho I, A History of Scouting Through Insignia, by Albertus Hoogeveen and Richard Breithaupt, Jr. first used this system, in a distinctly simpler form.  This paper is published in six parts for electronic convenience.  Part 1 is knots for Bravery.  Part 2 is for Distinguished Service.  Part 3 is Youth Achievement and Religious knots.  Part 4 is Leadership knots.  Part 5 is Knot Devices.  Part 6 is a Word chart summary of everything.  Because of the size of the project, the parts are published individually as they are finished, and Part 6 will come incrementally to match the other parts.
The K-System identifies each of the major knots of the BSA with an alpha-numeric system and a variety (a, b, c, d, etc. for each knot). The K-System is divided into five (5) categories.  “A” is for awards for bravery, “B” is used for distinguished service, “C” for (youth) achievement, “D” for religious awards, and “E” for leadership.  We will start with the category for bravery.

Each separate knot in a given category has an identifying number (1, 2, 3, etc.). We show a backing identifier code (GB = gauze back, PB = plastic back, etc.)  We also show fabric, and embroidery.  The identifiers have changed as the years progress, though the basic structure holds up.  It also lists the manufacturing process – Sw = Swiss, and CD = Computer Design.

An earlier system using just numbers (K-01 through K-76 has been superseded by our current system.  Due to the proliferation of basic knots continuing to be issued by the BSA, we would have run out of numbers soon.

In this paper we will publish the entire K-System listing at the end, as Part 6.  Remember, it changes as new varieties are identified.  If you believe you have a change, please contact us with a scan of the knot that you think merits a change, so we can keep this paper up to date.  You will get credit for the find.

For all knots, the coarse twill was issued from 1946 to about 1966.  The fine twill was issued from about 1966 to about 1983.  (Green, blue and white fine twill backgrounds were produced from about 1966 to 1979.)   Blue felt Silver Beaver, Quartermaster, and Scouter’s Key knots were available from about 1951 to 1979.) The plain weave, tan background with brown border, was issued from about 1983 to about 1988.  The tan border with plain weave started about 1988.  Since the mid-1990s, there have been significant varieties issued simultaneously.  Apparently, the Supply Division is letting contracts with several different suppliers, so we are simultaneously getting plain weave, twill weave, tan borders, and light tan borders on different knots.  All dates are approximate, because stocks may stay in supply bins for a long time.  In an extreme example, George found Silver Buffalo B02b (fine twill khaki) in the Houston Scout Shop in 2002, about 22 years after the manufacture stopped.

In our tables below we identify several types (Tp) of knots.  The front of the knots falls into three main types, and several types associated with specific knots.  Type 1 knots were the first kind made, and are still being made today.  Some knots have always been produced in Type 1, such as Silver Beaver and Scouter’s Key.  Type 2 came next, first with the Explorer Silver Award 2, then with several other knots.  Most of these knots have both Type 2 and Type 1 varieties.  They are symmetrical up and down.  Most, but not all, are on fully embroidered backgrounds.
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               Early Type 1                          Later Type 1                        Early Type 2                           Later Type 2
Type 3 knots are basically similar in design to Type 1, but the actual way of applying the thread is different, both in the knot and in the border, usually computer design.  As you can see, Type 1s come in both twill and plain weave cloth.
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           Type 2 on Twill               Type 2 on Plain Weave
For tracking purposes, we have identified a number of other types.  However, they are unique to specific knots, i.e. Silver World, District Award of Merit, Meany, Spurgeon, Seabadge, and Boyce knots.  You will observe them later.
There are normally seven varieties of backing.  We will illustrate the backs with those from the Silver Beaver knot (generally).  These are shown in the approximate order in which they initially occurred.  Note the abbreviations.  At the current time (2005), plastic, gauze-plastic, logo plastic, and logo gauze-plastic are available.  Only logo backs are supposed to be being manufactured.  White plastic and logo white plastic both use WP abbreviation, and must be determined in their context.  Earlier WPs are white plastic, later WPs since the introduction of logos are logo white opaque backs.  (The logo WP back is from a Venturing Silver Award knot, and you cannot see the knot on the other side.)  
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      Cloth back (CB)
       Gauze backing (GB)
          Plastic backing (PB)        Gauze-Plastic backing (GP)
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       Logo back (LO)           Logo Gauze (LG)                      White Plastic (WP)                 Logo White (WP)

The first category, bravery, is based on those three medals awarded for heroism or meritorious action.  These medals are awarded only by the National Court of Honor of the BSA.  
K-A01 is our first knot in the sequence, the Honor Medal.  For each knot, we have a table showing the number, name, who awards it, the fabric, embroidery style, knot type, color of the right and left loops, border color, and columns for the various kinds of backs.  Below the table, we show each type of front so you can see the difference.  These were all scanned on the same machine (except a rare few), so you can make comparisons.  Be aware that a scan may not look exactly the same as a knot in fluorescent, incandescent, or natural light.

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Program
	Bkgd
	Fab
	Emb
	Tp
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB
	GB
	PB
	GP
	LO
	LG
	WP
	Misc

	K-A01a
	Honor Medal
	National
	KHA
	CTL
	Sw
	1
	RED
	RED 
	BRN
	[X]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A01b
	Honor Medal
	National
	LKH
	FTR
	Sw
	1
	RED
	RED
	BRN
	
	[X]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	BLU PB

	K-A01c
	Honor Medal
	National
	LKH
	FTR
	Sw
	1
	DRD
	DRD
	BRN
	
	
	[X]
	
	
	
	
	BLU PB

	K-A01d
	Honor Medal
	National
	LKH
	FTL
	Sw
	1
	RED
	RED
	BRN
	
	
	[  ]
	[X]
	
	
	
	

	K-A01e
	Honor Medal
	National
	BGE
	FPW
	Sw
	1
	RED
	RED
	BRN
	
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-A01f
	Honor Medal
	National
	BGE
	CPW
	Sw
	1
	LRD
	LRD
	BGE
	
	
	[X]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A01g
	Honor Medal
	National
	BGE
	FTR
	CD
	3
	LRD
	LRD
	BGE
	
	
	
	[X]
	
	[X]
	
	

	K-A01h
	Honor Medal
	National
	BGE
	CPW
	CD
	1
	LRD
	LRD
	BGE
	
	
	[X]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A01i
	Honor Medal
	National
	BGE
	FPW
	CD
	3
	LRD
	LRD
	BGE
	
	
	
	
	
	[X]
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        A01a (Coarse twill)             A01b(Fine twill right)              A01c(Dark Red)                 A01d(Fine twill left)         [image: image19.jpg]
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A01e (Plain tan, brown border) A01f (Tan border, CPW)    A01g (CD, twill, type 3)    A01h (CD, plain vertical, 1)    
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     A01i (CD plain type 3)

A complete shorthand description now becomes K-A01aCB, an Honor Medal knot in khaki coarse twill left with a cloth back, which is a straightforward description.  There are sometimes several varieties of plastic back colors, however we have generally chosen not to list them.  

Similarly, we have chosen to list only those many color variations we could agree on.  They are hard to show on a digital scan.  Those that are listed the majority of us agreed on.  They are subject to some interpretation, so you may have more varieties than we do.  Color differences may only be visible to a collector by comparing several varieties of the same knot.  We have used one scanner for 95+% of the scans, so they are almost all comparable, but our scanner may not reproduce as accurately as the eye can see.  Also, colors with the same name may not be the same for different knots.  Silver Antelope orange and Tiger Cub Organizer orange may not be the same.  Orange may only compare with other Silver Antelope colors.

It is obvious that there are 63 possible front and back combinations in the Honor Medal alone.  However, experience teaches us that only a few of the combinations are likely to be used.  To help collectors, we have put brackets [  ] in each column where a knot is known to exist.  By applying our knowledge, we reduce to 12 the number of known combinations that currently exist.  New varieties are being manufactured from time to time.  It is possible that others might logically occur.  If you find one, please email us, preferably with a scan, so we can correct this paper.  We will give you credit.  You may find it useful to mark your collection in the brackets, such as [X], as we have done in the above example.

Note the footnote numbers on the background colors.  We have identified to you the main backgrounds, but these footnotes refer you to the notes in Part 6.  Other abbreviations used are identified at the end of Part 6.  Note also that unusual backings are annotated on the right margin.  Sometimes the note is merely explanatory, without a bracket.  When a bracket is present, it is an additional item.

Now for the meat of the paper.  Following in order are the K-system listings and associated scans.  If you have trouble, review the paragraphs above, or inspect Part 6.  More information about the history of these knots is available in a paper titled Illustrated History of BSA Knot Evolution, available from George Crowl.

K-A02 Heroism Award.  Note that the A02a comes in two slightly different (material) colors of white and ivory.  A02d has a light red knot variety.  Color gradations are perhaps the most difficult call to make, and subject to interpretation and disagreement.  If you don’t agree with our call, that is no sin.  Sometimes we don’t agree among ourselves!

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Program
	Bkgd
	Fab
	Emb
	Tp
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB
	GB
	PB
	GP
	LO
	LG
	WP
	Misc

	K-A02a
	Heroism Award
	National
	WHT
	MTL
	Sw
	1
	RED
	RED
	WHT
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	[  ] IVO PB

	K-A02b
	Heroism Award
	National
	WHT
	MTL
	Sw
	1
	LRD
	LRD
	WHT
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	[  ]
	

	K-A02c
	Heroism Award
	National
	WHT
	FPW
	Sw
	1
	RED
	RED
	WHT
	
	
	
	
	
	
	[  ]
	

	K-A02d
	Heroism Award
	National
	WHT
	FPW
	Sw
	1
	DRD
	DRD
	WHT
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A02e
	Heroism Award
	National
	WHT
	FPW
	CD
	1
	LRD
	LRD
	WHT
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	[  ] YEL PB

	K-A02f
	Heroism Award
	National
	WHT
	FTR
	CD
	3
	LRD
	LRD
	WHT
	
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	

	K-A02g
	Heroism Award
	National
	WHT
	FTL
	CD
	3
	LRD
	LRD
	WHT
	
	
	
	
	
	
	[  ]
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         A02a (MTL, red)               A02b (MTL, light red)             A02c (FPW, red)*                 A02d (FPW, dark red)           
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     A02e (CD, FPW, LRD)    A02f (CD, FTR, light red, T3)      A02g (FTL, type 3)

*Different scanner.

EXAMPLES OF PLASTIC BACKING
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             Semi-opaque                         Opaque                                     Yellow                            Logo plastic 

K-A03 Medal of Merit.  A03a coarse twill is very hard to find.  Scan courtesy Shay Lelegren.  We also show the Pelon back of A03g.  Pelon has shown up on a very few issues recently.  The new logo back with gauze-plastic underneath is also illustrated below.  NOTE: “Right” in the table is the wearer’s right, as in the insignia guide.

	Nmbr
	Insignia
	Program
	Bkgd
	Fab
	Emb
	Tp
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB
	GB
	PB
	GP
	LO
	LG
	WP
	Misc

	K-A03a
	Medal of Merit
	National
	KHA
	CTL
	Sw
	1
	BLU
	GLD
	BRN
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A03b
	Medal of Merit
	National
	LKH
	FTR
	Sw
	1
	DBL
	YEL
	BRN
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A03c
	Medal of Merit
	National
	LKH
	FTR
	Sw
	1
	BLU
	YEL
	BRN
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A03d
	Medal of Merit
	National
	LKH
	FTL
	Sw
	1
	BLU
	YEL
	BRN
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-A03e
	Medal of Merit
	National
	LKH
	FTL
	Sw
	1
	DBL
	GLD
	BRN
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A03f
	Medal of Merit
	National
	BGE
	FPW
	Sw
	1
	BLU
	YEL
	MBR
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-A03g
	Medal of Merit
	National
	BGE
	FPW
	Sw
	1
	BLU
	GLD
	MBR
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A03h
	Medal of Merit
	National
	BGE
	FPW
	Sw
	1
	BLU
	YEL
	LBN
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-A03i
	Medal of Merit
	National
	BGE
	CPW
	Sw
	1
	BLU
	YEL
	BGE
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A03j
	Medal of Merit
	National
	BGE
	CPW
	Sw
	1
	MBL
	LYL
	BGE
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	[  ] Pelon

	K-A03k
	Medal of Merit
	National
	BGE
	CPW
	CD
	1
	LBL
	LYL
	BGE
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A03l
	Medal of Merit
	National
	BGE
	FPW
	CD
	1
	LBL
	LYL
	TAN
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	

	K-A03m
	Medal of Merit
	National
	BGE
	CPW
	CD
	3
	PBL
	PYL
	BGE
	
	
	
	
	
	[  ]
	
	

	K-A03n
	Medal of Merit
	National
	BGE
	FPW
	CD
	3
	PBL
	PYL
	BGE
	
	
	
	
	
	[  ]
	
	

	K-A03o
	Medal of Merit
	National
	BGE
	FTL
	CD
	3
	PBL
	PYL
	BGE
	
	
	
	
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ] PLG
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      A03a (Coarse twill)           A03b(Fine twill, DBL)            A03c (FTR, BLU)               A03d(FTL, BLU)
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A03e (FTL, Dark Blue)*         A03f (FPW, YEL, MBR)      A03g (FPW, GLD, MBR)      A03h (FPW, YEL, LBR) 
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  A03i (CPW, BGE border)           A03j (MBL, LYL)              A03k (CD, LBL, LYL)           A03l (CD, tan border) 
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   A03m(CD, CPW, Type 3)           A03n (CD, FPW)                 A03o (CD FTL T3)

*Different scanner.
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          (Pelon backing)               (Logo gauze-plastic)

This concludes Part 1, Bravery.  Part 2 contains Distinguished Service.  Part 3 contains Youth Achievement and Religious.  Part 4 contains Leadership.  Part 5 contains Knot Devices.  Part 6 is a complete chart.

You may contact the authors at: gcrowl@houston.rr.com (George), txhazmatman@prodigy.net (Gary), shayle64@netzero.com (Shay), bnoonan@donobi.net (Bruce) or traupman@verizon.net (Arnold).  We welcome your comments and corrections.    © 2006 V1.0 1/1/06  
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