Varieties of Official BSA Square Knots

George Crowl with Shay Lelegren and Gary Whitman

DRAFT

Part 3 — Leadership Awards

Part 1 covered bravery and distinguished service.  Part 2 covered youth achievement and religious awards.  Part 3 covers the many training awards for adults.  Part 4 covers devices associated with knots.  Part 5 is a summary Excel chart.
K-60  Scouter’s Key.  The Scouter’s Key is one of the original knots established in 1946, and arguably could be the most issued knot in our history because of the roughly 15 years it was the only training award knot offered.  It has the full range of normal varieties, but nothing unusual.  Some identify coarser and finer twill in 60c and 60e, but both are finer than the twill in 60a.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-60a
	Scouter's Key 
	Boy Scouts
	KHA
	CTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	KHA 
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-60b
	Scouter's Key 
	Boy Scouts
	LKH
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	BRN 
	
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-60b
	Scouter's Key 
	Boy Scouts
	LKH
	FTR
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	BRN 
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ] BluePB

	K-60c
	Scouter's Key 
	Sea Scouts
	WHT
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	WHT 
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	
	[  ] finer/coarser

	K-60d
	Scouter's Key 
	Sea Scouts
	NBL
	FL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	NBL 
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-60e
	Scouter's Key 
	Explorers
	FGR 
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	FGR 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-60e
	Scouter's Key 
	Explorers
	FGR 
	FTR
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	FGR 
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ]gumGP

	K-60f
	Scouter's Key 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	BRN 
	 
	 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ]LGN GP

	K-60g
	Scouter's Key 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	BGE 
	
	 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	[  ] LGN PB

	K-60h
	Scouter's Key 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	CD  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	BGE 
	
	 
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
	
	

	K-60i
	Scouter's Key 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	CD  1
	GRN 
	WHT 
	TAN 
	
	 
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
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         60a(Coarse twill)                  60b (Fine twill)                   60c (White coarser)              60c (White finer)
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                 60d(Blue)                          60e (Green)             60f (Plain weave, BRN bdr)       60g (Beige border)
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   60h (CD, beige border)         60i (CD, tan border)

K-61  Skipper’s Key.  The Skipper’s Key is perhaps our shortest-lived knot.  Apparently 1946-7 were the only years of issue.  We have a scan of the khaki version.  Some believe there is a blue version.  We would like to see a mint knot.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-61a
	Skipper's Key 
	Sea Scouts
	KHA
	CTL
	Sw  1
	NBL 
	WHT 
	KHA 
	[  ]
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             61a (Khaki)

K-62  Scouter’s Training Award.  The Scouter’s Training Award is the other “most issued” knot, because more people are eligible for it.  It was issued from 1946-56 and 1970-present.  It too has all the normal varieties, plus a “dark knot” variety (62a) which may be the original issue.  The darker color matches the dark color of the early solid green STA ribbon.  Note that 62d may not exist, we know of no one that has a blue knot with “felt” background.  The blue knot is fine twill, the only older blue knot not felt.  Some identify coarser and finer twill in 62c. 62e and 62f, but all are finer than the twill in 62a. 

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-62a
	Scouter Training 
	Boy Scouts
	KHA
	CTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	GRN 
	KHA 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	
	
	[  ] DGN knot CB

	K-62b
	Scouter Training 
	Boy Scouts
	LKH
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	GRN 
	DBR 
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-62b
	Scouter Training 
	Boy Scouts
	LKH
	FTR
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	GRN 
	DBR 
	 
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	
	
	
	

	K-62c
	Scouter Training 
	Sea Scouts
	WHT 
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	GRN 
	WHT 
	
	[  ]
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-62d
	Scouter Training 
	Sea Scouts
	NBL
	FL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	GRN 
	NBL 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	May not exist

	K-62e
	Scouter Training 
	Sea Scouts
	DBL 
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	GRN 
	DBL 
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ] PB CTL

	K-62e
	Scouter Training
	Sea Scouts
	DBL
	FTR
	Sw 1
	GRN
	GRN
	DBL
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-62f
	Scouter Training 
	Explorers 
	FGR 
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	GRN 
	FGR
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	
	[  ] FTR PB

	K-62g
	Scouter Training 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	GRN 
	DBR 
	
	
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ] LGN Knot GP

	K-62h
	Scouter Training 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	Sw  1
	GRN 
	GRN 
	BGE 
	
	
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ] 
	[  ]Pelon

	K-62i
	Scouter Training 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	CD  1
	GRN 
	GRN 
	TAN 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
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 62a (Dk grn, coarse twill) 62a (Lt grn, coarse twill)             62b (Fine twill)                      62c (White)
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         62e (Blue coarser)              62e (Blue finer)                 62f (Green)             62g (Plain weave, DBN bdr)
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        62h (Beige border)            62i (CD, tan border)

K-63  Den Mother’s Training Award.  I believe this knot does not exist.  It was said to have been introduced in 1972, but we found no reference to it in Scouting magazine, nor a listing in the 1973 Official Uniforms and Insignia, BSA.  It is listed in Arapaho I, 1976.  Note that the description is that of the blue-on-blue Quartermaster Award of the late 40s-early 50s.  The DMTA had been phased out before 1972 and before the Den Leader’s Training Award knot was instituted in 1975.  

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-638
	Den Mother Award 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	
	
	BLU 
	BLU 
	DBL 
	Does not exist
	
	
	


K-64  Den Leader’s Training Award.  This knot had only one major type, in fine twill.  However, distinguishing it from its successor, the Den Leader Award, is difficult because the basic knot did not change.  

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-64
	Den Leader Training
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	FTR
	Sw  1
	GLD 
	GLD 
	DBL 
	[  ]
	[  ] 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-64
	Den Leader Training
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GLD 
	GLD 
	DBL 
	
	 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
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                        64

K-65  Den Leader Coach’s Training Award.  The same problem exists as in K-64.  The Cub Scouter Award is the successor knot, basically unchanged, and is difficult to distinguish.  

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-65
	Den Leader Coach 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	FTL
	Sw  1
	BLU 
	GLD 
	DBL 
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ]FTR PB
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                      65

K-66  Professional Training Award.  66a and 66b are distinguished primarily by variation in the Type 2 knot.  66b is thinner.  

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-66a
	Pro Training Award
	Pro. Sctr. 
	WHT
	FE
	Sw 2b
	BLK 
	BLK 
	BLK 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	On white material

	K-66b
	Pro Training Award
	Pro. Sctr. 
	WHT
	FE
	Sw  2a
	BLK 
	BLK 
	BLK 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ] 
	
	
	[  ] White PB

	K-66c
	Pro Training Award
	Pro. Sctr. 
	WHT
	FE
	Sw  2b
	BLK 
	BLK 
	BLK 
	 
	 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-66d
	Pro Training Award
	Pro. Sctr. 
	WHT
	FE
	CD  2
	BLK 
	BLK 
	BLK 
	 
	 
	[  ]
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         66a (White base)                    66b (Thick knot)                 66c (Thin knot)                       66d (CD)

K-67  Cubmaster Award.  This relatively new (1988) knot has few varieties.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-67a
	Cubmaster Award 
	Cub Scouts
	YEL
	PL
	Sw  1
	LBL 
	LBL 
	YEL
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ] White PB

	K-67b
	Cubmaster Award 
	Cub Scouts 
	YEL
	PL
	CD  1
	LBL 
	LBL 
	YEL
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
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              67a (Swiss)                                  67b (CD)

K-68  Webelos Den Leader Award.  The original version came out in a dark gold.  That may require comparison to identify.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-68a
	Webelos Den Ldr 
	Cub Scouts
	YEL
	PL
	Sw  1
	DGL 
	DGL 
	YEL
	
	
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-68b
	Webelos Den Ldr 
	Cub Scouts
	YEL
	PL
	Sw  1
	GLD 
	GLD 
	YEL
	
	
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	[  ] Pelon

	K-68c
	Webelos Den Ldr 
	Cub Scouts  
	YEL
	PL
	CD  1
	GLD 
	GLD 
	YEL 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
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      68a (Swiss, dk gold)                 68b (Swiss, gold)                      68c (CD)

K-69  Cub Scouter Award.  This knot uses the exact same design as the older Den Leader Coach’s Training Award (K-65).  Therefore, they are difficult to distinguish.  However, there were very few DLCTAs earned, and many CSA being earned.  When in doubt, we recommend you call the knot a CSA.  Note the 69a FTL CSA with a “Cub Scouter 5047” sales tag on it.  However, some people maintain that no twill CSAs were produced, all the twill ones were for the DLCTA and were just used up in stock.  I have taken the attitude that people were issued it as a CSA knot so it is a variety.  Select the opinion you like!

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-69a
	Cub Scouter Award 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	FTL
	Sw  1
	LBL 
	GLD 
	DBL 
	 
	 
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-69b
	Cub Scouter Award 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	PL
	Sw  1
	LBL 
	GLD 
	DBL 
	 
	 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	[  ] White PB

	K-69c
	Cub Scouter Award 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	PL
	CD  1
	LBL 
	GLD 
	DBL 
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	[  ] PB sky blu knot, royal bdr
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         69a (Fine twill)               69a (Reverse w/tag)                69b (Plain weave)           69c (CD, lt blue rope)
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   69c (CD, darker rope)

K-70 Den Leader Award.  This knot is a continuation of the old Den Leader’s Training Award (K-64), with no change at all.  Therefore, distinguishing between the two is difficult, but that only applies to 64 and 70a.  Same issues about twill here as with the CSA.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-70a
	Den Leader Award. 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	FTL
	Sw  1
	GLD 
	GLD 
	DBL 
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	[  ]FTR PB

	K-70b
	Den Leader Award. 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	PL
	Sw  1
	GLD 
	GLD 
	DBL 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
	
	

	K-70c
	Den Leader Award
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	PL
	CD  1
	GLD
	GLD
	DBL
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ]
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         70a (Fine twill)                  70b (Plain weave)                70c (CD, PL)

K-71  Den Leader Coach Award.  This award was discontinued in 2001, and stocks are disappearing.  It was apparently seldom earned in the years before being discontinued.  

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-71a
	Den Leader Coach 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	PL
	Sw  1
	LBL 
	LBL 
	DBL 
	
	 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ] dk blu bdr

	K-71b
	Den Leader Coach 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	PL
	Sw  1
	BLU 
	BLU 
	DBL 
	 
	 
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-71c
	Den Leader Coach 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	PL
	CD  1
	BLU 
	BLU 
	DBL 
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-71d
	Den Leader Coach 
	Cub Scouts
	DBL
	FTL
	Sw  1
	BLU 
	BLU 
	DBL 
	
	
	[  ]
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      71a (Lt blue knot)               71b (Dk blue knot)               71d (Fine twill)

K-72  Scoutmaster’s/Advisor’s Award of Merit.  This knot started as the Scoutmaster’s Award of Merit in 1988.  In 1999, it was also identified for the Venturing Advisor’s Award of Merit, distinguished by wearing the Venturing device.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-72a
	SM Award of Merit 
	Boy Scouts
	LTN
	PL
	Sw  1
	WHT 
	WHT 
	LTN
	
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-72b
	SM Award of Merit 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	Sw  1
	WHT 
	WHT 
	BGE 
	
	 
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	
	[  ] Pelon

	K-72c
	SM Award of Merit 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	Sw  1
	WHT 
	WHT 
	TAN
	
	 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	

	K-72d
	SM Award of Merit 
	Boy Scouts
	BGE
	PL
	CD  1
	WHT 
	WHT 
	TAN
	
	 
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
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         72a (Light tan)                     72b (Beige)                     72c (Swiss, tan border)         72d (CD, tan border)

K-73  Distinguished Commissioner.  Though this award has been around since 1988, it has few varieties.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-73a
	Dist. Commissioner 
	Council 
	RED 
	PL
	Sw  1
	GRY 
	GRY 
	GRY 
	 
	 
	[  ]
	
	
	
	[  ] Silver/Grey

	K-73b
	Dist. Commissioner 
	Council 
	RED 
	PL
	CD  1
	GRY 
	GRY 
	GRY 
	 
	
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
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            73a (Swiss)                              73b (CD)

K-74  Sea Badge.  Note that all Sea Badge knots tend to be slightly oversize.  The difference between 74b and 74c may not be obvious until you hold 74c up to a navy colored knot, then the blue is much more visible.  The trident is also slightly wider.  This is the only official Sea Badge knot.  Rafi Sharif produced many Sea Badge knots in four background colors and one, two, or three tridents.  He is no longer in business.  Chris McCullough at www.geocities.com/otc_scouts/crew.html now produces similar knots.  George Crowl’s paper on “private issue” knots discusses them.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-74a
	Sea Badge 
	Sea Scouts
	GRY
	FTR
	Sw  11
	   NBL9
	
	NBL 
	
	 
	
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
	

	K-74b
	Sea Badge 
	Sea Scouts
	GRY
	PL
	Sw  11
	   NBL
	
	NBL 
	
	 
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	
	

	K-74c
	Sea Badge
	Sea Scouts
	GRY
	PL
	Sw  12
	   BLU
	
	BLU
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-74d
	Sea Badge
	Sea Scouts
	GRY
	PL
	CD  12
	   BLU
	
	BLU
	
	
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
	
	

	K-74e
	Sea Badge
	Sea Scouts
	GRY
	FTR
	CD  11
	   BLK
	
	BLK
	
	
	
	
	[  ]
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        74a (Fine twill)                   74b (Plain weave)               74c (Blue thread)                    74d (Blue, CD)
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74e (Fine twill, back bleeds)

K-75  Tiger Cub Group Coach Award/Tiger Cub Coach Award/Tiger Cub Den Leader Award.  This knot has already had three names in its short history.  

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-75a
	Tiger Cub Orgnzr 
	Cub Scouts
	YEL
	PL
	Sw  2
	ORG 
	BLK 
	ORG 
	
	
	[  ] 
	[  ]
	
	
	

	K-75b
	Tiger Cub Orgnzr 
	Cub Scouts
	YEL
	PL
	CD  2
	ORG 
	BLK 
	ORG 
	
	 
	[  ]
	
	[  ]
	[  ]
	[  ] lt red LO

	K-75c
	Tiger Cub Orgnzr 
	Cub Scouts
	YEL
	PL
	CD  1
	ORG 
	BLK 
	ORG 
	
	 
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-75d
	Tiger Cub Orgnzr 
	Cub Scouts
	YEL
	PL
	Sw  1
	ORG 
	BLK 
	ORG 
	
	
	[  ]
	
	
	
	

	K-75e
	Tiger Cub Orgnzr 
	Cub Scouts
	YEL
	CPL
	CD  2
	ORG 
	BLK 
	ORG 
	
	
	[  ]
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        75a (Type 2 Swiss)                   75b (Type 2 CD)                 75c (Type 1 CD)

K-76  International Scouter’s Award.  This award encourages Scouters to broaden their involvement in Scouting through participation in world Scouting activities and recognizes Scouters for their contributions to world Scouting.  It was announced in 2002.  The color differences below are scanner differences.

	Number 
	Insignia 
	Program
	Bkgd 
	Fab
	Emb/Tp 
	Right
	Left
	Border
	CB 
	GB 
	PB 
	GP
	LO
	LG
	Misc

	K-76a
	Intl Scouter's Awd
	Internatl
	TAN
	PL
	CD  3
	PUR
	WHT
	PUR
	
	
	
	
	
	[  ]
	

	K-76b
	Intl Scouter’s Awd
	Internatl
	TAN
	FTR
	CD  3
	PUR
	WHT
	PUR
	
	
	
	
	
	[  ]
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               76a (Plain)

     76b (FTR)

This completes the list of varieties of official BSA knots.  Part 1 included knots for bravery and distinguished service.  Part 2 included knots for youth achievement and religious awards.  Part 3 included knots for leadership.  Part 4 covers the devices that are worn on either the award itself or on the knot representing the award.  Part 5 is a summary Excel chart.

You may contact the authors at: gcrowl@houston.rr.com (George), shayle64@netzero.com (Shay), or txhazmatman@prodigy.net (Gary).  We welcome your comments and corrections.
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